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D & L EQUIPMENT
Who says mowing the lawn 

has to be a chore?
The latest generation of mowers make it easy and, dare we say, 

“fun” to keep your lawn looking good!

ZT HD 60 Gravely Residential Mower
24 hp Kaw 60” Deck • $5,300

727 Grasshopper
27 hp Koh EFI  

List price $14,420 • SALE $12,950

HOURS: 7 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri., 7 a.m.-Noon Sat.
After hours, call for an appointment

1 Maple Street, Kensett, Iowa
www.dandlequipment.net

641-845-2199

GO GREEN!
Check out our 
Cordless Tool System

Available Now!

0%  
for 48 months

Carpet Care
Carpet remains a popular option in flooring, especially in bedrooms where bare feet are 

more likely. Who relishes the thought of sliding out of bed onto an icy cold tile floor in the 
dead of winter? Carpet can feel great underfoot but can take a real beating over the years. It 
is important that you clean your carpet on a regular basis to keep it looking its best.

Frequent vacuuming is a must to remove loose dirt and debris. Generally, the more pets 
and children you have in your household, the more often you will have to vacuum your 
carpet. Weekly vacuuming may not be enough, and you should always vacuum up messes 
right away. Tracked-in mud or spilt coffee grounds can easily get ground into the carpet if 
not removed right away.

There are several vacuum cleaners on the market. You want one with enough suction 
power to pick up a lot of debris. Experts recommend a top-load vacuum cleaner that will 
allow the dirt to fall inward. You should empty the canister frequently and change or clean 
the filters regularly for optimal suction.

Regular cleaning is a must to remove any oily, sticky residue your vacuum cleaner 
misses. Several methods are available. Most experts recommend the multi-step process 
of steam cleaning. During this process, the carpet is first pre-treated with cleaner and then 
agitated to loosen the dirt and debris and work in the soap. Finally, it is rinsed and the water 
extracted.

You can steam-clean your carpet yourself, but most experts advise you hire a profes-
sional. Not only will they have all of the right equipment for the job, but they will know 
how to use it. Shop around for a good service, and when you find one, set up a regular 
cleaning schedule. Most experts recommend a professional cleaning every 12 to 18 months 
depending upon the number of people who live in your home and the amount of traffic it 
receives.

Most carpet cleaning services charge by the room. Jobs can run $100 on up depending 
upon the number of rooms you have done. Many services offer specials. If the cost is still 
too steep, you may want to look into renting or purchasing a steam cleaner. Just be aware 
that most do-it-yourself cleaners will leave behind cleaning residue that will attract dirt.

In between steam cleanings, you may need to spot-clean your carpet from time to time. 
Purchase a good cleaner and clean up spills immediately. Don’t leave the stain to set in. 
Blot up the excess liquid and clean up the spill according to the manufacturer’s directions. 
Do not rub or scrub the spill. You could cause the carpet to fray and twist.

Beyond all of this, what else can you do to keep your carpet in good shape? Take off 
your shoes and walk around your home in your socks. Ask those who live with you or stop 
by for a visit to do the same. Limit walking around barefooted. The natural oils in your feet 
will attract dirt.

Give your carpet the care it deserves, and it will last you for a long time. When you are 
ready to purchase new carpet, shop around. Find out where the best brands are, consult 
with the experts and make the right choice for your home.

Clean From Top To Bottom
Mold. Mildew. Dirt. Oil. Grime. They are not pretty, and if left long enough, they can 

wreak havoc on a home. Spring brings nice weather and green gunk on and around your 
home. Hosing away the gunk is a necessity for the health and happiness of your home, and 
the best way to go about it is with a pressure washer.

A pressure washer makes quick work of outside cleaning. Water is directed through a 
high-pressure nozzle to sweep away all of the mold, mildew, dirt, oil and grime from sid-
ing, brick, stucco, decking and more. A pressure washer is not a hose. It is a tool, and it 
must be used properly to prevent damage and obtain a thorough clean.

You can purchase a pressure washer or rent one for the day. Many brands are available. 
If you are buying a pressure washer, make sure you do your homework. Read up on the 
various brands available and choose the one that is right for you. Generally, the more pow-
erful the washer, the more it will cost but the heavier jobs it will be able to tackle. Choose 
a model that will serve your long-term needs and your budget.

Once you get the pressure washer home, make sure you know how to use it. Read the 
owner’s manual and know what pressure to use for the job. The cleaning of brick, stucco 
and wood siding usually requires a lighter touch, about 1,500 pounds per square inch. The 
cleaning of concrete may take more.

Most exterior surfaces can be pressure washed, from decks and patios to driveways and 
sidewalks to brick, stucco and siding. The key is to adjust the pressure for each surface 
and attack the gunk from top to bottom, standing at least three feet away. This will prevent 
damage from intense pressure. If you have heavily soiled areas, you may want to look into 
using some type of cleaner and a scrub brush.

Read up on the surfaces you intend to clean and prepare accordingly. You should also 
take time out to prep the site. Close all windows and doors. Remove all obstacles. Cover 
all plants. Then get ready to clean the surface from top to bottom, washing the dirt down. 
This will save valuable time and energy.

Pressure washing is not hard, and doing it routinely could save you money and time 
later. If left long enough, gunk and grime can take a real toll on a home and cause rotting 
and other structural issues. It can also take a toll on your health. Don’t leave it to Mother 
Nature to care for the exterior of your home. A good hard rain won’t do as good of a clean-
ing as a pressure washer will. Borrow one, rent one or buy one and take the time to make 
the surfaces on and around your home shine.

316 Main Court • Albert Lea • 507-373-9446

• Window, Glass, Screen Repair 
   & Replacement
• Fogged Thermal Unit  
  Replacement
• Complete Residential & 
   Commercial Lock Service
• Commerical & Residential 
   Garage Doors
• Commercial Store Fronts &  
   Hollow Metal Doors/Frames
• Windshield & Auto Glass 
   Repair & Replacement

• Lockout Service

• Custom Mirors

• We Make Keys
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Vinyl siding is a big investment, and when done right, it can add tremendous value to 
a home. If the time has come for you to side your home, make sure you choose the right 
installer. The best siding in the world won’t make up for poor installation. Here are some 
tips to ensure you select the best company for the job.

Ask around. Find out where friends and family got their siding done and how well the 
installation went. Browse ads as well. The best companies will have informative websites 
and offer free estimates. When you have a list of potential installers, give them a call and 
set up an appointment. Most will jump at the opportunity to send out someone to talk to 
you. If not, cross them off your list. If they are too busy to talk to you now, they will most 
certainly be too busy to talk to you later down the road during installation.

When interviewing potential installers, make sure they are knowledgeable about their 
products and procedures. The salesperson should be able to show you the siding products 
the company offers, as well as point out each product’s features, benefits and warranties. 
They should also walk you through the installation process and offer design assistance and 
solutions to your unique needs. Ask about licensing, insurance and certification. Is every-
thing in order? Can they provide a list of references? Do they seem easy to work with?

Before the salesperson leaves, make sure you get a written estimate. This should de-
scribe the work in detail, identify the products that will be used, and list all of the material 
and labor costs. It should also address time and payment schedules. You should know ex-
actly what you will be getting for your money, from the prep work to the actual installation 
to the cleanup and when that will occur.

Whatever you do, don’t sign on the dotted line until you are ready. Thank the salesper-
son for their time and get ready for the next appointment. Once you have met with the com-
panies on your list, do your homework. Contact the references provided and find out how 
the installation went. Read some online reviews. Check with the Better Business Bureau to 
make sure no complaints have been lodged against the company.

Set up another meeting with the companies at the top of your list to discuss the job fur-
ther. This is when you can talk money and make sure the financing is in order. If the price 
seems too steep, don’t be afraid to say so. Chances are a deal can be made. You can also 
discuss design preferences and work scheduling. You don’t want to be on vacation when 
the installation begins on your home. Most jobs can be completed in less than a week, bar-
ring bad weather, and you’ll want to be there to ensure things are going as expected.

At this time, the salesperson should walk around your home with you and tell you ex-
actly what will be done. They should describe the installation process from beginning to 
end and make sure all of your needs will be met. It is crucial that you do this step to ensure 
you and the installer are on the same page.

With any luck, you will find an installer you like and trust. Once you do, make sure you 
get a contract signed. Don’t wait until it’s too late and the installer is all booked up. Call as 
soon as you make your selection and be prepared to put down a deposit.

Choosing the right siding installer takes time. Don’t rush the process. Siding is too big 
of an investment to take a chance on the installation. When you choose a company and the 
job begins, do what you can to assist the crew. Open up your home to them if you live in 
a remote area or temperatures are extreme. The crew will probably work from sunup to 
sundown, and giving them access to a bathroom or a shady porch will make the day easier 
for them.

When the job is done, take the time to review the work and let the foreman or project 
manager know if anything else needs done. Call, email, or text any concerns you have. 
Don’t let things go for six months and then get in touch with the company and expect the 
crew to come rushing to your aid. Chances are they will be on another job, and you will 
have to wait, and wait, and wait. Speak up and get everything completed to your satisfac-
tion as soon as possible. And, remember, if you’ve chosen wisely, everything should go 
well and end well.

Installation Done Right
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WANT A NEW LOOK FOR SPRING?

605 East J Street, Suite 100, Forest City, IA 50436
HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. • Also located in Spencer and Ft. Dodge

SALES – SERVICE – INSTALLATION
• Sectional Overhead Doors  

• Rolling Steel Doors • Electronic Openers

Enhance the appearance of your 
home with a new garage door!

Give Us a Call Today • 641-585-1900 • www.ads-doors.com

ADVANCED  
FOAM SOLUTIONS

Spray Foam Insulation
• High R Value Per Inch of Foam
• Superior Comfort & Indoor Air Quality 
• Superior Air Sealing & Thermal Performance
• Outstanding Energy Efficiency
• Excellent Sound Control

Check out the Future of Home Insulation!

Call Brian or Scott
for more information & a FREE Estimate

641-592-3555

Fill Your Wheelbarrow
It’s time to stock up on everything for spring planting!
Visit with the staff at the Seed House Garden Center.

• Bulk and Pre-Packaged Garden Seeds
• Organic Seeds
• Seed Potatoes & Onion Sets

Intersection of W. Main & Marketplace (Hwy. 13), Albert Lea, MN
 507-377-2372 • www.albertleagardencenter.com

HOURS: M-F 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

Is your home starting to look a little worn? Would you like to freshen it up but don’t 
have a lot of time or cash to spare? No problem. Try these quick, inexpensive fixes.

Paint
Paint is one of the easiest, most inexpensive ways to spruce up a space. You can paint 

almost any surface and achieve a variety of finishes using faux painting techniques. And, 
you can paint as much or as little as you would like. You can paint an entire room, from top 
to bottom, or just one wall for a pop of color. You can add a few stencils on the stair steps 
or paint a windowsill. The choice is yours.

Lighting
Lighting is another quick, easy update that doesn’t have to cost a bundle. You can save 

on your utility bills, too, by installing energy-efficient fixtures. Several stylish options are 
available, and depending upon your talents and skills, you might even be able to convert 
something old like a bucket into a fashionable light. New shades and energy-efficient bulbs 
are other quick fixes.

Woodwork
Woodwork can take a real beating over time, especially around doors and windows. 

Take a look at your woodwork. Could it use a little TLC? Clean and touch it up, or consider 
replacing it. Trim is relatively inexpensive, and with the right tools and knowledge, very 
easy to replace. Want to really spruce up your space? Add some crown molding, chair rails 
or decorative appliqués.

Hardware
Hardware can easily be replaced. Many styles are available, and some are very 

inexpensive. For less than $50, you can give your kitchen or bathroom a fresh look with new 
pulls and knobs. New hinges, handles and doorknobs are also relatively inexpensive fixes. 
While you’re at it, why not replace the switch plate covers? Several styles are available 

from the basic bright white to shiny stainless steel. You can even paint or wallpaper old 
covers.

Furniture
Furniture can easily be updated with slipcovers, pillows and throws. But don’t stop there. 

Take inventory of your furniture. Are there pieces you no longer need? Could anything be 
repurposed? Clear out what you don’t need and give whatever remains a facelift with paint, 
stain and fabric. Make those old dining chairs new again with a fresh coat of paint and 
reupholstered seats. Polish up the table, conceal the scratches with a stain stick, and you’re 
all set for your next dinner party. As you make your way through other rooms, pay attention 
to the furniture arrangement. Could it be better? It’s amazing how much of a difference a 
simple change in the furniture arrangement can make.

These are just a few strategies for sprucing up your space on a shoestring budget. There 
are many other quick fixes. You could:

• Reface cabinets.
• Install new faucets and toilet seats.
• Replace appliance face panels.
• Regrout tile.
• Hang new blinds and drapes.
• Switch out rugs.
• Add some artwork and accessories.
• Change out photo frames.
• Roll out new rugs.
• Bring in some plants and flowers.

And, don’t forget the importance of a good cleaning. Clearing away the clutter and 
cleaning the space from top to bottom can make it look like new.

Quick, Inexpensive Updates
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Borderline
HOME IMPROVEMENT SPECIALISTS

➤ Siding: 
    Vinyl • Steel • Aluminum
➤ Windows
➤ Insulation
➤ Gutters & Downspouts
➤ Custom Built Vinyl  
    Replacement Windows

Over 50 Years in Business!Free Estimates
Financing Available

1-800-488-3621
801 North St., Kiester, MN

507-294-3622

Founded in 1926 . . . 90 years of great paint!
Superior paints and coatings deliver long-lasting protection, outstanding value, and beautiful results

Go to www.diamondvogel.com for a host of information and tips

1025 S. Federal, Mason City, IA
641-424-3012

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.-Noon

Check Out Our GE EnergyStar® Appliances
and the rich and elegant, stone-inspired Slate finish

Easy to maintain, matte appearance hides fingerprints, smudges  
& designed to blend with all other GE finishes

Refrigerators • Dishwashers • Ranges
Water Heaters & Softeners • Washers & Dryers

HASSEBROEK 
REFRIGERATION 

& APPLIANCES
~ In Business Since 1975 ~

Residential • Commercial • Sales & Service • Prompt Service

619 N. Main St., Buffalo Center • 641-562-2592
HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.-Noon, or by appointment

100 
products  
in store!

307 B Street • Leland, IA 50453 
www.kc4me.com

Locally owned & operated since 1967!
Whether you need a new heating & cooling system,  

or just need a check-up or repair, give K & C ELECTRIC a call.

Let our experts help you!
We carry . . .

24 Hour 
Emergency 

Service641-567-3640
Bonded and Insured.FREE ESTIMATES!

K&C Electric–Plumbing–Hvac, Inc.

Kitchens are often the heart of a home. They’re the place where people gather together 
to enjoy each other’s company as they prepare food, pay bills or do other chores. Kitchens 
work overtime and can take a real beating over the years, especially the cabinets. While 
some homeowners choose to reface their cabinets, others choose to replace them entirely. 
There are pros and cons to each, of course, but either way, the heart of the home will get a 
much-needed facelift.

Refacing cabinets is generally the less expensive option of the two. With refacing, cabi-
net boxes are left in place while the exposed frames are refaced with plastic veneer or 
wood and new cabinet doors and drawers or drawer fronts are installed. For an additional 
cost, other accessories may be incorporated, such as pull-out shelves, a lazy Susan, flip-
out drawer fronts, a wine rack or a pull-out trash bin. Some refacers will even replace 
countertops, sinks and flooring. Need a cabinet above the refrigerator? No problem. Your 
refacer can custom-build one for an additional fee. Refacing works best on cabinets that 
are in good condition but could use some updating. The average cost for a job runs from 
$5,000 to $8,000.

Replacing is just what it sounds like. All of the old kitchen cabinets are removed and 
new ones are installed. This option is much more time consuming, but if your cabinets are 
in terrible shape or you are looking to create a better layout or add storage, new cabinets are 
your best bet. But, be prepared to shell out some money. New cabinets can cost anywhere 
from $5,000 on up. Add in the cost of installation and extras like molding, and you can see 
why replacement is the more expensive option.

Both options have their pros and cons. Refacing can generally be done in a week or less, 
whereas installing new cabinets can take weeks. New cabinets mean new everything inside 
and out, whereas with refaced cabinets, you get just new doors, drawers and hardware. If 
your cabinets are older, that could be a plus, as many cabinets built 20 or 30 years ago are 
of better quality than some of the cabinets on the market today. Refacing will do nothing 
for cabinets that are in poor condition or misaligned due to sagging floors.

To determine the best option for you, consult with some reputable contractors. They can 
tell you whether your cabinets are in good enough condition to reface and advise you as to 
the best route to take. If you are looking for more counter space, for example, new cabinets 

may be the way to go.
Budget is always a factor. How much do you have to spend? Generally, it costs twice 

as much to replace cabinets as it does to reface them. Should you purchase stock cabinets 
or install them yourself, however, you may be able to save enough to afford new cabinets. 
Look around and do your homework.

The right cabinets, new or updated, can enhance the feel of any kitchen. Review the op-
tions carefully and make the right choice for you. Reface or replace, you’re sure to end up 
with a kitchen your friends and family will enjoy hanging out in.

Reface or Replace?
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PLUMBING 
PROBLEMS?
Call Us First! 

Don’t flush away your time and money. Call the experts for fast, 
professional and affordable plumbing repair and service.

DAN KIRSCHBAUM 
641-592-8831

Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured 

Residential & Commercial

KIRSCHBAUM
Electrical Heating & Plumbing

Lake Mills, IA

Check Out What’s NEW for Spring!
at the

LAKE MILLS LUMBER COMPANY
Stop in for 

materials and 
pricing on all 

your pole barn 
supplies

Let us help give your home a spring 
makeover, adding value and helping 
to save money on your energy bill.

• Atlas 30 Laminate shingles will make your house stand 
out among the rest. Available in numerous colors and 
styles.

• Anderson and Alliance windows add beauty and energy 
efficiency to your home.

• Blown-in insulation, caulks and sealants help keep you 
cool in the summer and warm in the winter—while 
saving money on your heating and cooling costs.

313 N. Washington – Lake Mills, Iowa

641-592-2721 • 800-395-1914

Along with entrances and exits, stairways are some of the most heavily trafficked areas 
of the home. You and your family probably go up and down the stairs a dozen times a day, 
and if there is carpeting underfoot, that can lead to a lot of wear and tear. Fortunately, there 
are many options for dealing with a carpeted stairway that has seen better days.

Study the carpeting on your stairs. What kind of condition is it in? Is it just soiled and 
stained? Give it a good cleaning. Fill up a bucket with warm water, grab a bottle of carpet 
cleaner and a scrub brush, and get busy. For a deeper cleaning, you might want to rent a 
steam cleaner or hire a carpet cleaning service.

For carpet beyond cleaning, replacement might be your best bet. This can be costly, but 
if you live in an area with cold weather or with young children or seniors prone to falls, it 
is worth considering. Tramping up and down hard, cold steps is never fun, and falls down 
hard steps can lead to serious injury. Bring warmth, comfort and cushioning to your stairs 
with new carpet. You can opt for wall-to-wall carpeting or a runner, though with a runner, 
you may have to have the stairs refinished.

While nice, carpeted stairs can be difficult to keep clean. Along with regular vacuuming, 
you may have to do a deeper cleaning from time to time. If you’re not one for hauling the 
vacuum cleaner or steam cleaner up and down the stairs, consider some alternatives. Many 
homeowners these days are replacing the carpet on their stairs with hardwood. Although 
expensive to install, hardwood is durable and easy to clean. Laminate is a more affordable 
option, and like hardwood, it is easy to clean. Just sweep and dust with a wet-dry mop.

If hardwood and laminate are not your style, paint is another option. Paint is very 
affordable and offers endless possibilities. You can open up the space by painting the stairs 
white. You can brighten up the space with bolder paint color choices and freehand designs. 
You can add some whimsy to the space with stenciled or tiled stairs. Just paint the stairs 
whatever color you want and stencil in some designs or apply tile to the risers. Tiled risers 
are a feature in many homes of the Southwest. For those concerned about falling on slick, 
painted stairs, carpet tiles are available for the treads.

The sky is the limit when it comes to transforming your stairs. Rethink that tired, worn 
carpet. New carpet. Hardwood. Paint. It’s your choice, and depending upon the route you 
take, you might just cut down your cleaning time.

Step Up The Transformation



Because we care  . . .

sales@coolwindowshades.com 
310 1st Ave. S., Albert Lea, MN

1-507-373-8535 or 
 Toll Free 1-877-373-8535

Prompt & Courteous Service

Exclusive Warranties

FREE Consultation

FREE Installation

OF SOUTHERN MINNESOTA & NORTHERN IOWA

BIG & SMALL
Floor to rafter,  

we’re stocked with building supplies  
for all the jobs on your spring to-do list.

Call Dave or Gary 
for a quote today!

Your Home for Spring Projects

SHROPSHIRE LUMBER, INC.
151 Jackson Street • Thompson, Iowa

641-584-2555 or Toll Free 1-866-352-2555
HOURS: Monday-Friday 7 a.m.-5 p.m., Saturday, 7:30 a.m.-Noon

Before
For a project east of Scarville, Mannes Contruction gave this home an upgrade in 
terms of beauty, energy efficiency and maintenance, utilizing LP Smartside siding, 
installed with energy shield underneath.

See the transformation and details on Page 10.
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Submitted photos

Concept to completion
A total renovation of a home on Clear Lake presented an opportunity for Bristol Construction 
to stretch their creative muslces both inside and out.
The exterior features four different styles of smart lap siding, including scallops and shakes. 
They also added the front porch, balcony and dormers. The decorative stone pillars on the 
porch gives the project a real lakefront or water feel.

Inside, a vaulted ceiling helps create a stunning view of the lake.

See more Bristol Construction projects on Pages 9 & 15.



Farm Drainage
and Excavating

Basement Excavation
Site Grading

Sewers • Septics
Water Lines 

Site Preparation/Demolition 
Tile Repair Service & More

~ FREE ESTIMATES ~

641-390-1278
MATT ABRAMS

1122 Highway 105, Northwood • abramatt@yahoo.com

1430 Frank Ave. 
Albert Lea, MN 

507-373-2264
www.johnson1912.com

RESIDENTIAL
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Construction & Remodeling 
Siding, Windows, Roofing, Concrete, 

Pole Barns & Much More!

GABE BEAL • CALVIN BEAL
641-420-4007

Serving Northern Iowa & Southern Minnesota

Siding 
and stone
Bristol Contruction gave 
this house north of Mason 
City a new look with the 
addition of Smartlap 
prefinished siding, new 
windows and a stone 
veneer.
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Never clean your gutters again. 
GUARANTEED!

• Leafproof Covers

• Residential & Commercial 
   Gutters, Soffits & Fascia

• Quality Materials & Workmanship

• Lifetime No Clog Guarantee

• Free Estimates

Call 641-357-5959 today!
Clear Lake

www.leafproof.com

CUSTOM SEAMLESS GUTTERING
“For over 30 years, I’ve 

had my mind in the gutter.”
Keith Main, owner

“GO GREEN” TIP:
Install a rain barrel.  

Water your lawn & plants  
& watch them thrive

BEFORE AFTER Invested in America

Quality Name Brand Home Appliances 
Great Prices • Top Notch Customer Service 

Two Great Locations
YOUR LOCAL WHIRLPOOL, JENN AIR, KITCHENAID, AMANA & MAYTAG DEALER

Celebrating 25 Years in Business!

After
The LP Smartside siding is virtually maintenance-free, holding paint for 20 years 
or longer. 
It is available in different styles, to allow unique configurations and an eye catching 
look. Here, Mannes Construction utilized traditional lap type siding for most of the 
exterior, while doing the gable ends with LP shakes, to provide a contrast.

Under the siding, the crew utilized energy shield, a foil coated foam, which adds 
R-value to a home without having to tear into the walls to seal the outside out, 
while keeping the inside comfortable.

Countertop/Backsplash
A laminate countertop and tile backsplash adds a clean and classic look to this 
Lake Mills home, recently upgraded by Mannes Construction.
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LARSEN
PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

“Your Local Professionals”In business for over 50 years!

102 W. Main St., Fertile • 641-797-2219
• Residential • Commercial • Plumbing • Cooling • Heating  

• Geothermal • Radiant Floor Heating • Boilers
Call us for all your spring home improvement needs!

Remodeling???
• Concrete • Siding • Windows • Doors 

• Remodels • Garages • Additions  

• Decks • Roofing • Flooring16 years 
experience

Eric Loberg, Owner • Northwood, Iowa • 641-390-1392

FREE 
Estimates!

www.securitybankmn.com 
437 Bridge Ave., Albert Lea, MN 201 Main St., Emmons, MN 56029
1-507-373-1481 or 1-800-657-6961 1-507-297-5461
Lobby Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5 Lobby Hours: Mon-Thurs. 8:30-4, Fri. 8:30-6

MEMBER 
FDIC

BUILD YOUR DREAM
If you want to build your dream home,  

we can lend you the financial hand you need.

Construction & New Home Loans

Purchases • Refinancing • Second Mortgage

Now Taking Orders for 
Tree Trimming & Removal, 

Landscaping, Retaining Walls, 
Redesign, Stump Removal

featuring the NEW  

ARBORIST LIFT
Only 3 feet wide so no vehicles will damage lawns

Miller Tree & Landscape
Call Randy Miller at 641-423-5428 or 641-425-9588

www.millertreeandlandscape.com

Nothing says welcome home more than an inviting entrance. Take a step outside your 
front door. Does your entrance say welcome? Is the front door appealing? Is there a mat 
for people to wipe their shoes on? Is there a doorbell or doorknocker for people to let you 
know of their arrival? To find out just how welcoming your entrance is, pretend you are 
a visitor. What do you see? Take some photos. Things tend to look differently in photos.

One of the easiest ways to dress up a home’s entrance is with paint. Could your front 
door use a new coat of paint? How about your porch? Before you get the old paint cans out 
of the garage, consider if it is time for an update. Instead of black or brown, maybe you 
could try a bolder color for your front door. Red, blue or green can make a real statement 
and pull visitors’ eyes immediately to your front door. Add some new hardware to your 
door and a new coat of paint on the porch floor, and your entrance will really pop.

Welcome One And All
Lighting is a must in any entrance. Is your entrance well lit? If not, perhaps it’s time to 

add some lights, or at the very least, replace the ones you have. Exterior lighting comes in a 
wide range of styles and finishes. Brighter, more energy-efficient lighting will do wonders 
for your entrance and your pocketbook.

Accessories are another good way to dress up an entrance. A welcome mat is a must 
to keep dirt out of the home. A wreath will help dress up any space, as will statuary and 
plants. Depending upon how large of a space you have, you might even be able to add some 
furniture. A bench works great for visitors needing someplace to rest their bags while they 
wait for you to answer the door.

If you have a path leading up to your front door, you might want to examine that area 
too. Is there anything you can do to add interest, such as installing lighting or planting some 
flowers. Anything you can do to dress up the walkway will add to the welcoming feel of 
your home.

There are hundreds of things you can do to make the entrance of your home more 
welcoming, and they don’t have to cost you a bundle. A new wreath or doormat can really 
perk up the space. For further ideas, browse online or consult a professional.
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Need a dump truck to haul your landscape rock?
We can haul it for you!

STILL locally owned and operated, 
a company that supports  

local communities

Offer good April 20-30, 2016

202 N. Washington St.
Lake Mills, IA 641-592-2800

Totally Transformed
Soil settles, tree roots expand, rain falls, the sun beats down, and before you know 

it, your driveway has not one but several cracks. Replacing the whole driveway can be 
expensive. Repairing the cracks can be much more cost effective, but the results may be 
unsightly. The best solution might be to repair the cracks and resurface the driveway.

Resurfacing is essentially applying a new layer of concrete over the existing slab. It only 
takes a few days, and if done right, it can make your driveway look like new. The first step 
is to repair the cracks, and in order for them not to resurface, you must repair them right. 
Grind them out. Then give the whole driveway a good cleaning. This will ensure good 
adhesion of the concrete resurfacer later. Use a power washer to remove all dirt, debris, oil, 
grease and loose concrete. Pay special attention to the cracks, making sure all debris has 
been removed. Finally, fill the cracks with concrete epoxy. This will bond the broken slabs 
together and keep the cracks from reappearing.

In order to resurface the driveway, you will need a concrete resurfacer. Regular concrete 
will not do. It may cost less, but it has no bonding agents and will not adhere to the slab. Be 
prepared to spend the amount needed for a quality concrete resurfacer. Most brands come 
in gray, but if you desire, you may have the resurfacer tinted. Ask the salesperson for as-
sistance with tinting the resurfacer of your choice.

Check the weather and choose a good day for application. The temperature must be 50º 
or above on the day of and 40º or above in the day following, with no rain for at least eight 
hours after application. You may also want to gather a few friends to assist you. Resurfac-
ing an entire driveway is a lot of work.

Before you get started, there is some prep work you should do. Sweep your driveway, 
and if needed, clean it again. Then fill all expansion and control joints with weather strip-
ping to prevent the concrete resurfacer from getting into them. Finally, mix the resurfacer 
according to the manufacturer’s directions. You want a syrup consistency.

When you are ready for application, pour the resurfacer onto the slab in one-foot wide 
strips and use a long-handled squeegee to scrub it in and spread it back and forth. Wait five 
minutes and then use a concrete broom to apply a non-slip finish. Mist it with water for the 
next 24 to 48 hours to cure it.

Stand back and admire your new driveway. You should be able to walk on it in six to 
eight hours and park on it in 24 to 48 hours.
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Call for an estimate!

641-592-8787

For All Your  
Lawn Care Needs

Mow – Dethatch – Bag – Seed  
Spray – Fertilize – Broom Rocks

Turf Trimmers Plus

Do you have rocks on your lawn from  
snow removal? We can broom them off!

Groe 
electric

~ Established 1978 ~

The one to call for electrical service on . . .

New Construction

Remodeling Projects

Farm Wiring

Any Wiring Problem

Trenching

Dave & Steve Groe

641-592-8282

Free EstimatesPrompt Service

Storage Above
We all have things we need to store. Many of us turn to our closets and drawers for stor-

age, then to our garages and basements, and finally to our attics when all else is full. If you 
have an attic bursting at the seams, here are some tips for dealing with it.

Unlike drawers, closets, garages and basements, attics are not as easily accessible, and 
once something goes into them, it really is out of sight, out of mind. Chances are, there are 
a lot of forgotten items hiding in your attic, things you haven’t seen in a really long time, 
things you may not even need. To be sure, you will have to clear out the attic, drag every-
thing downstairs and go through it.

Choose a good day to clear out the attic and grab some buddies to help. Don’t go it 
alone. It could take you many hours going up and down the stairs to get everything out, and 
if you are flying solo, you may just give up and call it quits.

Remove everything from the attic and take the time to sort through it. Have a keep pile, 
a donate pile and a trash pile and be ruthless in the sorting, retaining only what you need 
and use. If you haven’t seen or used an item in a year, you probably don’t need it. Donate it. 
If something is broken, toss it. Don’t set it back with the intentions that you will fix it when 
you have time. Chances are you will never find the time. The same goes for a sell pile. 
Don’t start one unless you know for certain that you will make the time to list the items or 
take them to a consignment shop.

When you are finished sorting, deal with the piles. Bag up the trash and drop it in the 
garbage bin or haul it away. Box up the donate items and take them to the nearest donation 
center. Box up the sell items and take them to the nearest consignment shop or list them 
for sale.

Plan a day to deal with the keep pile and follow through. Pull out items that should not 
be stored in the attic due to extreme temperatures, candles, for example, and store them 
elsewhere. Then place like items together in plastic bins. Don’t use cardboard boxes, which 
can easily be penetrated by rodents, insects and dust. Label all bins for easier access.

Depending upon what and how much you are storing in your attic, you may want to 
make an inventory. That way, you will know for certain what is and is not up there and 
won’t spend countless hours searching for something.

Once you have everything boxed and inventoried, you can start putting it back in the at-
tic. Don’t pile bins wherever. Place bins with items you use often near the door with plenty 
of room to get to them. Place bins with items you use less often, like Christmas decorations, 
farther back. If your attic does not have a floor, take extra care with storage. Put down some 
plywood for bins.

Attic storage is essential for many, especially those with few closets, no basement and a 
small garage. Maximize your attic’s storage potential by taking the time to clear it out and 
reorganizing everything in a more efficient way.
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MANNES CONSTRUCTION
309 West Main, Lake Mills, Iowa • 641-592-WOOD

New Home Construction
Remodeling • Additions
Countertops • Cabinets

Light Commercial

Window Replacement
Kitchen Remodel

Bath Remodel
Basement Remodel

WAYNE 
MANNES

641-592-1084

AARON 
MANNES

641-590-7972

BEN 
 MANNES

641-590-2817

WHEN A STORM STRIKES, 

We’ll Get You Back On Your Feet

WINNEBAGO MUTUAL INSURANCE
301 W. Main, Lake Mills, IA • 641-592-1271

See Renee Ingledue, Terry Olsen, or Cathy Bernhard

For years, area homeowners have trusted us to protect their interests. 
The unexpected can happen at any time;  

make sure you’re protected by the right insurance coverage.

YOUR ONE STOP
Glass and Lock Shop

YOUR ONE STOP
Call Us for Fast, Professional Service

Our services include:
• Windshield Replacement
• Complete Locksmith Services: Residential, 

Commercial, Automotive
• Garage Door Sales & Service
• Replacement Windows
• Custom Mirror Installation
• Custom Shower Doors
• Screen & Window Repairs
• Commercial Store Fronts

TOTAL GLASS-LOCK INC.
311 West Main, Albert Lea, MN • 507-373-1000

www.totalglassandlock.com

FREE  
Home Estimates  

& Decorating  
Advice

LET US FLOOR YOU!
Carpet – Vinyl – Tile – Ceramic Tile 

Hardwood Flooring 
Custom Blinds & Shades 

~ Commercial & Residential ~
Serving Northern Iowa & Southern Minnesota for over 30 years!

Hwy. 22, Kiester, MN

507-294-3739 or 877-680-7450
www.thesquareyard.net

Anniversary
Sale-A-Bration

103 N. Clark St., Forest City, IA • 641-585-3592
HOURS: 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Monday-Thursday • Evenings by Appointment

Draperies ~ Sheers ~ Verticals 
Cellular Shades ~ Wood Blinds

ALL ON SALE!
We feature Hunter Douglas, Kirsch, Levolor & Graber

*** Free Measuring & Estimates ***

Lighting is one of the most important features of a home, indoors and out. It provides 
illumination for tasks inside and keeps burglars away outside. When chosen well, lighting 
can also enhance a home’s beauty. Here are some tips the next time you change or add to 
your outdoor lighting.

Outdoor lighting comes in many types. Post lights are mounted on a post, which is 
usually located near the driveway. Wall lights are mounted on walls near exterior doors—
on each side of the garage door, for example. Ceiling mount lights are mounted on the 
ceiling of a porch or portico to illuminate the front entrance. Hanging lights serve the same 
purpose as ceiling mount lights, but make more of a statement in grand entrances and tall 
porches.

Make a list of the outdoor lights you need and the amount you have to spend, and 
then get ready to shop. Outdoor lights come in a variety of styles. Look for a style that 
complements the style of your home. While lanterns might work well for a beach house, 
they may not suit your contemporary home. You might need a sleeker, cleaner style.

Finish is another aspect to consider. Again, look to your house as a guide. If you have a 
lot of brass, brass fixtures are the way to go. If you have a lot of ironwork, look for black 
fixtures. If you have a lot of chrome, look for chrome fixtures.

Scale is vital. Too small or too large of lights can detract from the beauty of your home. 
Look for appropriate sized lights. If you are looking for wall lights for a two-story home, 
for example, you should focus on lights that are 18 to 24 inches tall. Pay attention to the 
elements in the area where the lights will go. While you might adore hanging lights, having 
one in your small portico might not work. You don’t want guests hitting their head on the 
light every time they enter or exit your home.

Want to make your home really glow? Update the outdoor lighting. Determine your 
needs and look for the right style, finish and scale to create a safe, secure, beautiful home.

Safe, Secure and Beautiful
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www.fqbuilders.com
Providing North Iowa

with Energy Star Homes
Call us today for our 2016 Promotions!

First Quality Builders
250 N. Clark St., Forest City, IA

(641) 585-5222

Serving Northern Iowa & Southern Minnesota

E-mail: thronelandscape@wctatel.net

641-592-3344
DESIGN • INSTALLATION • MAINTENANCE

• Computer-Aided Design

• Retaining Walls

• Patios/Walkways

• Ponds

• Water Features

• Edging 

• Grading 

• Sod

• Plantings

• Drainage Control

• Outdoor Kitchens

New addition, new look at lake
Capitalizing on their proximity to the lake, a new addition featuring large windows and anchored by a fireplace in the middle, provides a perfect place to keep tabs 
on the peaceful setting.
Bristol Construction did the entire project, which included a custom mantle above the fireplace, cabinets under the windows, and the stone work for the fireplace.
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