
Wishing you a season  

filled with every little happiness.

Thank you for being  

such great customers & friends!

Merry
Christmas!

Lake Mills GraphicLake Mills Graphic
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CENTRAL AUTOMOTIVE

STEVE, MELANIE, CODY, & JIM
209 North Western • Lake Mills • 641-592-4255

from

In the spirit of the holiday season,  
we’d like to share 

our best wishes for a very Merry Christmas.  
May you & yours enjoy a festive season  

of peace, joy & goodwill.

Winn-Worth Betco
(Winnebago-Worth Counties Betterment Council)

203A N. 1st Ave. W., Lake Mills • 641-592-0800

LETTERS TO SANTA BY LMCS 2ND GRADERS * CHRISTMAS DRAWINGS BY LMCS 4TH GRADERS

Many children enjoyed hot 
chocolate after visiting with 
Santa at the Lake Mills Public 
Library, Dec. 5.

Top photo: Knox Ritter licks 
the last drop of hot chocolate 
from his lips.

Bottom photo: Sadie Langfald 
sports a holiday reindeer 
hat as she enjoys her hot 
chocolate and a candy cane 
from Mrs. Claus.

Sherylee Gasper/ 
LAKE MILLS GRAPHIC 
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Hope it’s merry . . . Hope it’s bright . . . Hope it’s festive . . .  
Hope it’s light . . . Hope it’s special . . . And joyous, too . . .  

That’s Our Christmas Wish for You! 
Paula Yocom, DeAnn Peterson, Diane Honsey, Kathleen Peterson  

(holding Billy), & Steve Peterson: Missing: Frances Peterson & Eddie the cat 

704 West Main, Lake Mills, Iowa • 641-592-4468 or 888-833-6257
www.threeoaksgreenhouse.com

Three Oaks Greenhouse  
Floral & Gift

With Festive Tidings 
at the Holidays

Our hearts are filled with gratitude  
as we wish you and yours a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 

 MERRY
CHRISTMAS

by Doug
1003 South Washington, Lake Mills 

641-592-5772

We value your patronage and  
look forward to the opportunity  

to serve you again, soon.

  Merry
Christmas

from all of us
May the coming year bring 
peace, joy and enlightenment 
to you and those you cherish. 
For all the joy you’ve brought 
us, we will always be grateful.

Weaver’s Leather 
Store, Inc.

112 N. Main St., Buffalo Center 
641-562-2992

From Dr. Scott Bosacker & Staff—  
Donica Arneson, Heidi Honsey, Joyce Hauge, Dr. Scott Bosacker, Danielle Van Gundy & Stacy Tritch

LakeMillsDentist.com

SCOTT BOSACKER, DDS
206 E. Main St.
Lake Mills, IA 50450
641-592-1100

Merry Christmas

& Happy Tooth-Year!
Wishing you all things
 merry & bright as we 

prepare for  
another spectacular holi-

day season. 

Thank you for lighting up 
our year  

with your business.

with 
BRIGHT
WISHES

GROE 
ELECTRIC

102 South Iowa • Lake Mills, IA 
641-592-8282

Wishing you all the trimmings  
of a beautiful season. 

Thank you for making our year 
sparkle with your visits!

THE MILLS 
THEATER

216 W. Main St., Lake Mills
www.themillstheater.com

With Best Wishes at the Holidays
We’re displaying our holiday cheer, to thank all of you for shopping here. 

For your friendship & courtesy too, we’re grateful to all of you!

CHRISTIANSON INTERIORS
113 North Mill Street, Lake Mills 

641-592-2090

Cole Christianson, Mark Christian, Leon Christianson, Jay Christianson,  
Ralph Highlander, Matt Olson, and Andy Christian

WORD OF FAITH DOMINION 
CHURCH 

Pastors Doug & Laurel Domokos 
45005 210th Ave., Lake Mills

Christmas Worship, Sunday, Dec. 23
10 a.m. Christmas Celebration
 Music of the Season
 & Christmas Production 
 by Kingdom Kids  
 Children’s Ministry 

SION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4525 Finch Ave., Lake Mills

Christmas Eve Worship, Dec. 24
7 p.m. Joint Candlelight Service  
         at West Prairie

Christmas Day Worship, Dec. 25
8:30 a.m. Christmas Worship 

ONE IN CHRIST LUTHERAN 
PARISH

Pastor Bill Peters & Pastor Randy Baldwin
Christmas Worship, Dec. 23

10:30 a.m. Lunder w/Holy Communion
Christmas Eve Worship, Dec. 24

Celebrated w/Candlelight &  
Holy Communion
4 p.m. Silver Lake
4 p.m. Winnebago “One Night, One Star, 
 One Child”
6 p.m. Bethany “One Night, One Star, 
 One Child”
7 p.m. Immanuel

Christmas Day Worship, Dec. 25
Celebrated w/Holy Communion
10:30 a.m. Winnebago Lutheran  
 “His Home Among Us”

ARCHANGELS CATHOLIC CLUSTER
Fr. James Dubert, Fr. Paul Lippstock 

Christmas Eve Mass, Dec. 24
4 p.m. St. Patrick, Britt
4 p.m. St. James, Forest City
5:30 p.m. St. Boniface, Garner
6 p.m. St. Patrick, Buffalo Center
Midnight Mass, St. Boniface, Garner

Christmas Day Mass, Dec. 25
9 a.m. St. Patrick, Lake Mills
10 a.m. St. Wenceslaus, Duncan

EMMONS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Rev. David Schafer 

490 Pearl St., Emmons, MN
Christmas Eve Worship, Dec. 24

5 p.m. Candlelight Service  
 w/Holy Communion
Christmas Day Worship, Dec. 25

10 a.m. Worship w/Holy Communion

BETHEL LUTHERAN BRETHREN 
CHURCH 

Pastor Kevin Olson
2-1/2 Miles south of Joice on S14

Christmas Eve Worship, Dec. 24
5 p.m. Candlelight Service

SCARVILLE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
411 Logan St., Scarville
Pastor Joshua Skogen

Christmas Eve Worship, Dec. 24
5 p.m. Christmas Eve Vespers
Christmas Day Worship, Dec. 25

9 a.m. Christmas Festival Service, 
           Sacrament of the Altar

WEST PRAIRIE LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

40041 150th Ave., Leland
Christmas Eve Worship, Dec. 24

7 p.m. Candlelight Service 
Christmas Day Worship, Dec. 25

8:30 a.m. Joint Christmas Worship 
 at Sion

SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Pastor Joel Guttormson & 
Pastor Melinda McCluskey
401 S. Lake St., Lake Mills

Christmas Eve Worship, Dec. 24
5 p.m. Candlelight Worship
10:30 p.m. Candlelight Worship

FERTILE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Lay Minister David Halverson

602 W. Washington St. 
Fertile

Christmas Eve Worship, Dec. 24
4:30 p.m. Candlelight Service

ASBURY UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 

Pastor Rob Lanphere 
107 East Main, Lake Mills

Christmas Eve, Dec. 24
5 p.m. Candlelight Service @ LM
7 p.m. Candlelight Service  

    @ Northwood

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Vinje

Christmas Eve, Dec. 24
5 p.m. Candlelight Worship Service
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880 N. Lake St. 
Lake Mills, IA 

Front row: Darcy Hauser, Tim Krebsbach, Mike Hook, Josh Flattum, Matt Zrostlik, & Dave Tiedman. Second row: Amanda Ulferts, Nikki Saf-Sanders, Dale Hayward, Bob 
Somnis, Brenda Ross, Sandy Moretz, Bridget Hanson, Anna Brouwers, Jody Sens, Denise Westcott, Al Zabel & Lyle Witzke. Third row: Lee Holst, Marty Saxton, Mark 
Hulsing, Dennis Krauth, Nate Kuiper, Steve Boyken, Lance Frank, Deanne Green, John Kuiper, Mark Kuiper, Kayla Figueroa, Cody Johnson, Ron Larsen, Dave Hacker, TJ 
Hauser & Frank Pope. Missing: AJ Lauen, Joel Donaldson, Donald Baker, Tyler Hall, Chris Martinson, Daniel Mosby, John Ohm, & Chuck Wangsness.

Wishing you all 
a very  

merry Christmas 
& 

An incredible 
new year!

We Truly Appreciate you 
trusting us with your care 
& look forward to serving 
your chiropractic & well-

ness needs  
in the future!

From

Dr. John & Ann
at

Lake Mills Family 
Chiropractic

LAKE MILLS FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC
Dr. John D. Leegaard

209 N. Washington, Lake Mills

641-592-2600

Help Yourself To  
Our Gratitude!

We’d like to thank you for dining here,  
As we send glad tidings your way,  

To wish you a Merry Holiday;  
For one that that we know is true,  
It’s been a pleasure serving you!

Corner of Main & Mill St. 
 Lake Mills

641-592-3303

BRIGHT 
TIDINGS
Sending our best & 
brightest wishes to 
you this Christmas! 

Thanks for lighting up 
the year  

with your visits.

KIRSCHBAUM
Electrical  

 &  
Plumbing

641-592-8831

We’re over the moon 
with joy to have great 
friends and customers 

like you. 

Merry Christmas to All

. . . and to all a good night!

LAIR’S 66
Emmons, MN

“It’s Christmas Everywhere”
The LMCS second and third grade students performed their Christmas concert, Thursday evening, Dec. 6, in the auditorium. Pictured, far right photo (front to back): Autumn Askildson, Betsy Byars, Riley Ulferts and Amiya 
Poley. Middle photo: Taelynne Flugum and Michael Lawson. Left photo (front to back): Chase Evans, Kaden Lee, Alex Repuke, Alana Throne, Lane Helgeland and Damian Villela.

Sherylee Gasper/LAKE MILLS GRAPHIC 
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Lund Food Holdings is a company filled with a history of innovative 
ideas and services. Behind these innovations are people who have 

contributed to its past, created its present, and helped build its future.

"Together we will continue to exceed our 
customers' expectations."

Russell "Tres" Lund III

With warm thoughts of the many good people 
we’ve had the opportunity to serve this year.

Season's Greetings

Beau Kirschbaum, Chris Jamtgaard, Joe Jamtgaard, Jackie Villela, Ray Harang, Rachel Bye, Dave Anderson, Barb Thompson, Zach Knudtson, Nate Orban, Nick Peterson, 
and Tim Bergo. Out Towing: Ryan Knudtson, Andy Gudmonson, Cory Mathahs & Clay Hagen.

Have a “Jolly” Holiday!
from All of Us at

DAVE’S AUTO SERVICE
641-592-9951

We’re overflowing with gratitude this 
holiday season,

And good folks like you are the reason 
That we’d like to lift our glasses and say, 

We wish you the merriest holiday!

Gene's Place 
North Branch 
Mill St. Liquor

MBT Bank held their open 
house Wednesday afternoon, 
Dec 5. Several LMCS vocal and 
instrumental students played for 
the crowd. Pictured above (top 
to bottom): Lydia Saxton sang 
“The Christmas Waltz”; Emma 
Martinson sang “Where Are You 
Christmas”; and Caden Mattern 
sang “Mr. Grinch.”

Sherylee Gasper/ 
LAKE MILLS GRAPHIC 

Sherylee Gasper/LAKE MILLS GRAPHIC 
The Tapestry Singers presented their Advent Concert, Sunday, Dec. 9, at Salem Lutheran Church, under 
the direction of Kathy Nelson. Vocal and instrumental soloists were featured, along with the Praise 
Creature Choir.

Choir members pictured above, front row (L-R): Tara Kingland, Korin Peterson, Devyn Nicholson, Jenni 
Martin, Diane Clark, Kathleen Olson, and Angie Thompson. Second row: Paula Hanson, Sue Myli, 
Nancy Guttormson, Willie Skellenger, and Teresa Nicholson. Back row: Bart Winter, Bill Rondeau, Bruce 
Adams, Nate Sletten, Howard Laugen, Dave Bergan, Joel Guttormson, and Al Skellenger. Not pictured: 
Mindy Sletten, Krista Reeder (accompanists), and Jean Rondeau (absent due to illness).

1126 Hwy. 69 N. 
Forest City, IA
641-585-5000

CELEBR ATING 10 YEARS OF SERVICE  
to North Iowa

Merry Christmas &  
Have a Blessed New Year!
From all our Shooterz Family 
to Yours

Wishing You Peace
            at Christmas

May your home be blessed and your heart filled, 
by the beauty and spirit of this inspiring time of year.

We know you inspire us in so many ways, 
and we are truly grateful to have neighbors like you.

SHROPSHIRE LUMBER, INC.
Thompson, Iowa

641-584-2555 • Toll Free 1-866-352-2555
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With a blizzard of best wishes  
to you & yours  

this holiday season.

Your friendship & support  
make it all worthwhile for us. 

Thanks!

Cavett’s 
Lawn & Garden Equipment

605 North Mill Street, Lake Mills
641-592-2141213 West Main Street, Lake Mills, IA • 641-592-1801

www.mikekorthalsod.com

Merry Christmas
Best Wishes

Rolling out our best 
wishes to our good friends 

and neighbors all around town!
Thanks for your patronage.

Wishing You A
Gifted Season

Friends. Food. Fun. Festivity.

May your holiday season deliver it all,
along with our best wishes and gratitude.

EPLAND TRUCKING
Lake Mills, IA • 641-592-5787

. . . And Merry Christmas  
to our many good neighbors & friends!

DON’S MOTOR MART
–Now offering blended fuel–

Owned & Operated by the Grothe Family since 1978

Wishing you all the gifts of this special time of year.

For the gift of your friendship,  we are deeply grateful.

106 S. Mill St. ~ Lake Mills, IA 50450
www.citizenscu.com

SING!
LAUGH!
SMILE!
REJOICE!

In other words,  
“have yourself a merry little Christmas!”
With best wishes and gratitude  
from all of us.

Lake Mills, IA  
592-4300

Christmas in Norway
In Norway, as nowhere else, 

white is the color of Christmas.
It is seen in sometimes record-

breaking snowfalls, but also in the 
Norwegian custom of pure white 
twinkling light displays that every-
where cheer the soul through the 
long nights of December.

Norwegians have celebrated “the 
holidays” long before it was named 
as such.

Pre-Christian Nordic tribes were 
known to have burned the first Yule 
logs, and also decorated with holly 
and ivy to warm them through what 
would have been an otherwise stark 
winter. Not surprisingly, Christmas 
in Norway today is the most popular 
holiday of the year. It is a wonder-
ful mix of modern traditions and 
ancient superstitions that still sur-
vive, for example, in their version 
of a Julesnissen, or Santa Claus, a 
Christmas gnome.

The origins of Julesnissen are 
found in the unpredictable nisse of 
ancient times, who are infamous 
for playing tricks on the unsuspect-
ing. Even today, in parts of rural 
Norway, families may leave out a 
bowl of risgrot or Christmas rice 
porridge for them on Christmas Eve 
just to keep on their good side.

How to make Norwegian 
Christmas basketMeanwhile, in the 
weeks leading up to Christmas there 
are countless parties to attend and 
at home, lots of cleaning and bak-
ing to do—especially in households 
that still provide the customary jule-
kaker, the seven different types of 
Christmas cakes or cookies.

Another popular home holiday 
project is the creation of the tradi-
tional paper Christmas baskets that 
some families carefully make by 
hand for Christmas tree decorations.

As Christmas finally ar-
rives, the big event is always on 
Christmas Eve, when gifts are ex-
changed and the holiday meal is 
served. Depending on the region, a 
Norwegian Christmas dinner may 
feature a lutefisk, cod or halibut 
dish, while in other areas lamb or 
savory pork ribs with crispy crack-
ling (Svineribbe).
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Happy Holidays from the City of Lake Mills!
Front row, seated (L-R): Megan Smith, Diane Price, Steph Stevens, Dorene Holstad, and Lori 
Eekhoff. Middle row: Sgt. Todd Thorson, Cam Edgerton, Doug Bacon, Don Holtan, Ross 
Hanson and Larry Rice. Back row: Scott Hagenson, Justin Kester, Justin Byars, Jim Olsen and 
Chief Dave Thomas.

CITY OF LAKE MILLS 
MUNICIPAL UTILITIES

Wishing You a Joyous
Season!

Merry Christmas  
from the City Council!
Front row: Scott Flugum, Tony Sorenson,  

and Mayor Candy Hanna  
Back row: Joe Jamtgaard, Atty. Richard Schwarm,  

Katie Peterson, and Bill Clark

Christmas in Ireland
Charming, beautiful, and green 

for most of the year, Ireland is 
aglow with golden light during the 
holidays. That’s when households 
across the country place candles 
in their windows to symbolically 
help light the way for Mary and 
Joseph as they search for lodging in 
Bethlehem.

For weeks beforehand, a thor-
ough house cleaning is also in order 
and, indeed, the custom of white-
washing farmhouses for Christmas 
is still observed In some rural areas.

With electric lights sparkling on 
a German-borrowed Christmas tree, 
holiday decorating is a blend of 
modern and ancient Irish Christmas 
traditions.

The olde, ancient ways are seen 
around doorways and mantels, 
which are usually bedecked in holly 
and ivy—a tradition that predates 
the Christian era, when Druidic 
tribes decorated their homes with 
evergreens during a dark and chilly 
winter.

On Christmas Eve, a bottle of 
Guinness and a mince pie are left 
for Santa, who will later steal in 
during the night to deliver gifts to 
deserving little girls and boys.

The following day, families gath-
er for a festive Christmas meal of 
roast turkey, spiced beef, potatoes 
and vegetables along with the much-
awaited Irish Christmas Cake, plum 
pudding and other sweets.

Christmas in Iceland
The long dark nights of winter 

are illumined not only by Iceland’s 
Northern lights, but with countless 
sparkling holiday lights throughout 
Iceland to make them especially 
bright for the holidays

Aglow in the spirit of Christmas, 
children delight in not one, but 13 
“Santas” (the mischeveous jólasve-
inn, or “Yule Lads”) who visit each 
day of the holiday season to deliver 
candy and gifts.

When Christmas Day arrives, it 
is usually spent with family over a 
traditional dinner of ptarmigan (the 
Icelandic holiday bird), along with 
the presentation of the Christmas 
porridge or rice pudding. In this 
special dessert is hidden a magic 
almond, and the the family member 

See CHRISTMAS, Page 8B
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At this festive time of year,  
we like to display our gratitude  

to our good neighbors and friends.

Have a great holiday!

ROGNES BROS.  
EXCAVATING INC.

203 N. Mill St.
Lake Mills, Iowa

From all of us, to all of you,  
go our very best wishes for a holiday season 

 that’s made to order.  
For your generous support,  

we are truly thankful. 

SINGELSTAD’S 
HARDWARE

202 N. Washington
Lake Mills, IA

John, Kris, Kobe, Kermit, Curtis, & Sam

d God Jul d

105 N. Mill St., Lake Mills  
641-592-6767 • Toll Free 877-592-6767

May the warmth and wonder  
of the season surround you  
and fill your world with happiness!
Customers like you are the reason  
we love what we do, and  
we thank you for choosing us.

wishing you a Merry Christmas

May you find everything you want under the tree, & in your heart this holiday season.
For the gift of your friendship, we are sincerely grateful.

Storby Seeds
MATT STORBY • 641-592-9000 • 45057 Hwy. 69, Lake Mills, Iowa

silent night
holy night

Wishing you peace, 
harmony & joy at this 
magical time of year.

Turf Trimmers Plus
HANSON LP GAS

AdvAnced FoAm SolutionS
Scott & Carrie Hanson

Brian & Krishna Hanson

Merry
Merry

Merry
Merry

Christmas!

Merry
Merry

Merry
Merry

Christmas!
Hope it’s very merry in every way.

We thank you for your patronage  
& look forward to seeing you again, soon.

Joel Twedt  ~ Matt Twedt
Karen Wangsness ~ Carla Leegaard

Mandee Smith

TWEDT FINANCIAL SERVICES
402 West Main, Lake Mills • 641-592-5200

Welcome to Christmas

We hope your holiday  
is jolly in every way.

AUTO PARTS
Lake Mills

Ruth Anne’s Home Baked
641-512-8696

because everyone needs a little sugar

Christmas Blessings  
to my loyal customers 

during the  
Christmas season.

I appreciate your business!

who finds it is said to enjoy good 
luck throughout the coming year

On New Year’s Eve, and 
again Jan. 6, (Twelfth Night or 
Þréttandinn, the Thirteenth Day) 
bonfires are lit in celebration, fol-
lowed by spectacular fireworks dis-
plays that light the night skies.

Christmas in England
Just as in the 19th century, a 

merry olde English Christmas today 
continues to be a time of good cheer, 
caroling, partying with friends, and 
feasting with family.

The Christmas stocking tradition 
originated in England, and today 
children will anxiously await the 
arrival of Father Christmas to fill 
their stockings with holiday gifts 
and toys, especially if they’ve been 
very good.

Later, Christmas dinner is cus-
tomarily a huge meal of roast goose 
or turkey, perhaps a Christmas ham, 
kilted sausages (“pigs in blankets”), 
and, of course, lots of Christmas 
pudding, mince pies, and the tra-
ditional brandy-soaked Christmas 
fruitcake.

In yet another popular holi-
day tradition, sometime during the 
meal loud snaps may be heard as 
Christmas crackers are pulled to re-
veal a small trinket or gift.

Immediately following 
Christmas Day is Boxing Day (so-
called for the alms boxes that were 
open to the poor Dec. 26) which is 

See CHRISTMAS, Page 9B

CHRISTMAS
From Page 7B
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The staff at  
Farmers Trust & Savings Bank in Lake Mills

Wishes you &  
your families the  

Most Happy  
&  

Blessed Christmas! 
Lory Groe, 

Laura Hemingsen,  
Montanna Dodd,

Julie Mabus,
Christi Grothe,  

 Al Hagen  

www.ftsbbank.com

from the

LAKE MILLS AMBULANCE SERVICE

206 E Main St, Lake Mills, IA • 641-592-2200
www.lakemillsdental.com

Merry 
Christmas!

Words can’t say just how much we appreciate 
your kindness and friendship.  

May your holiday be filled with the abundance  
of happiness and good fortune you deserve!

Carrie Peterson, Crystal Price, Marlys Johnson, Dr. Thao Kieu-Mehlhoff,  
Dr. Michael Mehlhoff, Shelly Hagenson, Heather Chodur & Emily Toresdahl

313 North Washington, Lake Mills
641-592-2721

Customers like you give us 
so many reasons to celebrate!

Thanks so much for dropping in on us this year.  
With gratitude in our hearts, we wish you & yours  

a wonderful holiday season.

115 N. Mill St. 
Lake Mills
641-592-3500

Merry Christmas 
& Happy New Year!

Thank you for letting us be a part  
of your recovery this past year!

Emily Helgeson, Chelsea Singelstad  
& Brian Budach

usually observed in viewing impor-
tant sporting events, or for going to 
the shops in the final money-saving 
sales day of the year.

Christmas in  
The Netherlands

Christmas comes extra early 
in The Netherlands when, in mid-
November, Sinterklaas arrives with 
his assistant, Zwarte Pieten (Black 
Pete) by boat from his home in 
Spain.

The big media event is covered 
by Netherlands TV stations nation-
wide. Sinterklaas mounts a gleam-
ing white horse to lead a parade of 
happy children and their parents 
through town. Similar parades en-
sue in towns throughout the country.

While the arrival of Sinterklaas 
marks the official beginning of the 
Christmas holidays, the big celebra-
tion culminates Dec. 5, the eve of 
St. Nicholas Day, when children 
leave out cookies for Sinterklaas 
and fill their shoes with hay and car-
rots for his horse.

In the morning, treats and pres-
ents are in store, especially if the 
children have been very good, but 
twigs are left if they’ve been bad. 
Later, families will usually gather 
for gift exchanges, for what the 
Dutch call “surprises”—gifts given 
anonymously and signed only . . . 
“Sinterklaas.”

Holiday dinner may precede or 
follow the exchange of gifts, but 
traditionally may include generous 
helpings of Dutch Christmas treats 
such as Kersttulband (Christmas 
Ring Cake) Pepernoten (Peppernut 
Cookies) and Speculaas Koekjes 
(Spice Cookies).

Dutch St. NickWith the major 
celebration over and done, Dec. 
25 is a day usually spent quietly 
with family. However, there’s more 
holiday excitement to come as the 
Dutch celebrate with champagne 
and sweet oliebollen to welcome in 
the New Year.

CHRISTMAS
From Page 8B
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106 West Main
Lake Mills, IA
641-592-0041

Nearly 200 years combined banking experience ready to serve you. Thank you for the opportunity to handle your financial needs.

Serving the Lake Mills Community is the right thing to do. This past year we donated over 1,500 hours of community service to the following:

Church Boards or Councils
 LMCDC

Lake Mills Lions Club
City of Lake Mills Revolving Loan Fund

July Jubilee
 LMCPD Board 
Relay for Life

Township Trustee
Volunteer Youth Coaches

WinnWorth BETCO Revolving Loan Fund

from the staff at MBT–Lake Mills

Seated (left to right):   
Jessica Breuklander, Tiffany Fraaken,  

Annie Hanson, April Smith, & Brenda Hennigar  
Standing (left to right): 

David Taft, Troy Hall, Dan Langerud, Doug Gust, 
Scott Drexler, Brian Knudtson, & Brad Skinness

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS!

Member FDIC

LMCS second and third grade students performed songs from Japan, Australia, Africa, Canada and Spain at their 
Christmas concert, Dec. 5. Pictured above left, front to back: Hillary Hanson, Cristal Vazquez Perez, Breezy Garner, 
Tucker Koch, Adeline Sletten, Aiden Reese, Ari Stensrud, Ellie Mondt and Holger Flink.

Pictured right, front to back: Mya Anderson, Joella Piper, Katie Grothe, Mason Helgeson, Grayson Peterson, and 
Kaeden Dagestad.

Sherylee Gasper/LAKE MILLS GRAPHIC 
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Clauses makes annual 
visit to Lake Mills

Santa and Mrs. Claus made their annual stop at the Lake Mills Public 
Library, Wednesday, Dec. 5. The line never seemed to get shorter 
during their two-hour visit, as children and their parents came to tell 
Santa their Christmas wishes.
Pictured above: Jackson Storby wasn’t too interested in having his 
nap interrupted, but his parents managed to pose him with Santa for 
a photo.
Center photos: Claire Piper (top photo) was a little shy at first, but 
finally was able to tell Santa what she would like for Christmas. 
Carter Tritch (bottom photo) couldn’t decide what he should ask 
Santa for Christmas.
Left photos: Anna Menke (top photo) brought her list along, so she 
wouldn’t forget anything. The unidentified young lady in the bottom 
photo brought her toy Santa to show to the Clauses.

Sherylee Gasper/LAKE MILLS GRAPHIC 

Who’s Krampus
Every year in early December, 

children in Austria get ready for St. 
Nicholas to visit them. If they’ve 
been good, he’ll reward them with 
presents and treats. But if they’ve 
been bad, they’ll get a lot more than 
a lump of coal—they’ll have to face 
Krampus.

Who’s Krampus, you ask? He’s 
the half-man, half-goat who comes 
around every year to chase naughty 
children and maybe even drag them 
to hell. European versions of St. 
Nicholas have long had scary coun-
terparts like Belsnickle and Knecht 
Ruprecht who dole out punishment. 
Krampus is one such character who 
comes from folklore in Austria’s Al-
pine region, where he’s been fright-
ening children and amusing adults 
for hundreds of years.

Krampus and St. Nick’s other 
bad boys have their origins in pagan 
celebrations of the winter solstice. 
Later, they became part of Christian 
traditions in which St. Nicholas vis-
ited children to reward them Dec. 5 
or 6. Around that time, his menac-
ing partner would also visit kids to 
punish them. In Alpine Austria and 
some parts of Germany, this day was 
known as Krampusnacht, or “Kram-
pus night,” when adults might dress 
up as Krampus to frighten children 
at their homes.

Children might have also seen 
Krampus running through the street 
during a Krampuslauf—literally, a 
“Krampus run.” If Krampusnacht 
was a way to scare kids into behav-
ing themselves, the Krampuslauf, 
which isn’t tied to a specific day, 
was a way for grown men to blow 
off steam while probably still scar-
ing kids. Austrian men would get 
drunk and run through the streets 
dressed as the fearsome creature. 
Like Krampusnacht, the Krampus-
lauf tradition continues to the pres-
ent day.

The introduction of mass visual 
media couldn’t help but sweep the 
charismatic Krampus up in its wave. 
When the postcard industry experi-
enced a boom in Germany and Aus-
tria in the 1890s, it opened the way 
for Krampuskarten.

These holiday cards weren’t 
mean to make you feel warm and 
fuzzy. Ones marked “Gruss vom 

See KRAMPUS, Page 12B
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As 2019 approaches its 
end, we want to thank the 
businesses, organizations, 

& individuals for their 
generous support. 

We also want to thank the 
community for supporting 

the local businesses. 
From 

THE LAKE MILLS  
CHAMBER  

DEVELOPMENT  
CORPORATION 

BOARD & 
DIRECTOR

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
from Lake Mills Community School

“Through our collective efforts, we are  
committed to teaching and learning for all.”

2018-2019 LMCS SCHOOL BOARD
Kathy Christianson, Teresa Fritz, Kristi Smith,  

Don Knudtson & Ryan Joynt

WINNEBAGO MUTUAL INS. & 
WINNEBAGO INS. AGENCY
Lake Mills, Iowa • 641-592-1271

Rake, Iowa • 641-566-3545

Chris Griffin, Kelsey Griffin, Cathy Bernhard, Kim Soost, Renee Ingledue,  
Tyler Anderson & Terry Olsen

Christmas is almost here

And we just couldn’t wait to wish our customers 
a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
We appreciate your business and look forward to 
serving you in 2019.

WILKINSON TOOL & DIE, INC.
MIDWEST METAL STAMPING

Welcome to 
Christmas!

It’s the most wonderful time of the year,  
and we’re so grateful  

to be celebrating it with all of you. 

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas!

Myotherapy Specialties
Connie Rupp, LMT

106 N. Mill St., Lake Mills • 641-592-3200

Best wishes for Health, Happines, &  Good Fortune at the holidays & always!
It’s been a pleasure doing business with you!

You make it all worthwhile!
With best wishes for a happy holiday

season from our entire staff.

CUSTOMERS
NEIGHBORS

ASSOCIATES
FRIENDS

WAGNER TIRE
Highway 69 West • Lake Mills, Iowa

Krampus” (“Greetings from Kram-
pus”) showed Krampus stuffing a 
distressed child into his satchel or 
preparing to hit one with his bun-
dle of birch sticks. Many of these 
postcards depicted Krampus going 
after children with his sticks, lead-
ing them away in chains, or carrying 
them off in his bag.

For over a century, most Ameri-
cans probably never saw a Krampus 
card or even knew who Krampus 
was. That changed in 2004, when art 
director and graphic designer Mon-
te Beauchamp published a book of 
Krampus cards and helped organize 
an art show inspired by the cards.

Whether or not Beauchamp is 
primarily responsible for introduc-
ing Krampus cards to the U.S., 
Krampus has since become a sort of 
ironic icon in America. And if you 
don’t have time to send cards, you 
can buy an ugly Krampus sweater 
to wear to your local Krampus party 
or Krampuslauf. Krampus’ popu-
larity in the U.S. arguably peaked 
with the 2015 feature film Krampus, 
which shouldn’t be confused with 
the many other low-budget Kram-
pus movies.

Although Krampus is relatively 
new to the U.S., this alpine legend 
is the original bad Santa.

Source The History Channel

KRAMPUS 
From Page 11B
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Happy Holidays
With our thanks for your valued patronage at this special time of year. 

It’s been both a privilege & a pleasure serving you.

216 Jackson St., Thompson • 641-584-2251 or 888-584-9732
605 East 4th St., St. Ansgar • 641-713-4965 or 800-349-2832

OUR OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED DEC. 24, DEC. 25 & JAN. 1

www.heartlandpower.com

LAKE MILLS SEED HOUSE
502 N. Lake St. Lake Mills 

641-592-6900

With a song in our hearts, we thank you for a wonderful year.  
May the season deliver all the joys, large and small,  

that make life so special.

We’re dispensing a large measure of good cheer  
along with our best wishes for a happy & healthy holiday season  

to all our neighbors.
We appreciate your trust & we thank you for choosing us.

REDINGER PHARMACY
219 West Main, Lake Mills • 592-0141

May the spirit of Christmas shine in your heart and 
light up your days.  

Thanks for being such wonderful friends and 
neighbors.

Front: Brian Abele, Joel Christianson, Wyatt Spitz, & Laura Burke  
Back: Bob Greenfield, Matt Hershey, Craig Christ,  

Matt Holstad & Dylan Cavett

At Christmastime, may the company of loved ones present  
and the fond memories of those who have passed  

surround you with happiness and fill your heart with peace.
We wish you all the very best this holiday season

Tidings of Comfort & Joy

Bart Winter, Amy Edgerton, Isaiah Schott & Staff

Lake Mills, IA • 641-592-0221
www.mittelstadtfuneralhome.com

45563C Hwy 69 West
LAKE MILLS, IA 50450

641-592-2145 
Fax: 641-592-2143

lakemillsmotorsports.com

Snowmobiles • ATV’s • Lawn & Garden

From All of 
Us to All of 

You . . .

Happy  
Sledding!

Matt Hauan
Cody Meyer, 

Matt Leuwerke, 
Brandon Cink,  
Mike Hauan, 
& Earl Cavett  

The man we know as Santa Claus 
has a history all his own. Today, he 
is thought of mainly as the jolly man 
in red, but his story stretches all the 
way back to the third century. 

The Legend of St. Nicholas
The legend of Santa Claus can be 

traced back hundreds of years to a 
monk named St. Nicholas. It is be-
lieved that Nicholas was born some-
time around 280 A.D. in Patara, near 
Myra in modern-day Turkey. Much 
admired for his piety and kindness, 
St. Nicholas became the subject of 
many legends. It is said that he gave 
away all of his inherited wealth and 
traveled the countryside helping the 
poor and sick. 

One of the best known of the 
St. Nicholas stories is that he saved 
three poor sisters from being sold 
into slavery or prostitution by their 
father by providing them with a 
dowry so that they could be mar-
ried. Over the course of many years, 
Nicholas’s popularity spread and he 
became known as the protector of 

See SANTA, Page 16B
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Serving North Iowa & Southern Minnesota in 9 Locations
 Mason City Albert Lea Charles City 
 Britt Cresco Hampton 
 Iowa Falls New Hampton Osage

1-888-927-2549 • 641-494-5180

With gratitude, we thank you for your business!

From our entire team

145 North Clark Street, Forest City, IA • 641-585-5431
www.wilsondentalclinic.com

Merry Christmas
&  

Happy New Year!

from the staff at

Wilson 
Dental 

Clinic

Proud to be  
a part of the  

Lake Mills 
Community

NORSEMEN
106 E. Main, Lake Mills, IA • 641-592-5060

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
With deepest gratitude from all of us to all of you, along with best wishes for the brightest holiday season, ever!

TRIMMED WITH A WISH
May your holiday be as bright

As the Christmas tree with all its light
And when the holiday is through,

May the spirit of the season remain with you!

Merry Christmas!

Harris Honsey, Broker 
Erich Stene, Sales

24582 Lakeside Dr.
592-1036

See our listings on www.NIowaRealty.com

Pastor Joel Guttormson 
was a featured soloist at the 
Tapestry Singers Advent 
Concert, Dec. 9, during the 
song, “Some Children See 
Him.”
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MERRY 
CHRISTMAS!

BRAKKE IMPLEMENT, INC.
17551 Killdeer Avenue 

Mason City, IA 
641-423-2412

from Your Friends at

THE SPIRIT IS BUILDING!
All around the area, north, south, east and west,

we’re sending our neighbors all of our best!
With wishes so warm and merry and bright,

we hope your holiday is a sheer delight!

Thanks for your support in making 2018 a great year for us. 

We appreciate the area’s trust in us, 

and we look forward to building together in the future.

Marisa Koppen
250 N Clark St 
Forest City, IA 
641-590-0465

May Your Home 
    Be Blessed!
To all good friends far & near,  
I wish a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year!

Holiday Wishes for Joy & Peace 
from All of Us

at
CENTRAL DISPOSAL 

SYSTEMS
HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Closed weekends.
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To all our good friends  

far & near,  

We wish you a 

Merry Christmas!

Welcome The Season!

605 East J Street, Suite 100 
Forest City, IA • 641-585-1900

www.ads-doors.com

Without your support, we wouldn’t be here...  
without your friendship, it just wouldn’t be 
Christmas!

Merry Christmas and many thanks!

TO OUR 
FRIENDS & NEIGHBORS
At The Holidays

Lake Mills: 102 N Lake St • Lake Mills, IA 50450 • 641-592-0011 • Northwood: 916 Central Ave • Northwood, IA 50459 • 641-592-0011
 Waverly: 1600 8th Street SW, P.O. Box 828 • Waverly, IA 50677 • 319-483-4900

We’ve enjoyed your visits the past year,
And hope to see you all again --

For one thing that we know is true,
Is we wouldn’t be here without all of you!

So without any fanfare or further delay,
We’d like to wish you all a happy holiday!

1414 West Main 
Albert Lea, MN 56007 

507-377-2372

Happy Holidays! 

"Where Our Customers 
Send Their Friends"

745 Hwy. 69 North
Forest City
641-585-5555
www.ForestCityFord.com

In Front: Ben Peterson, Luke Gau, Riley Henken, Pete Gau, Alison Bailey, Michelle Hepperly,  
Leslie Kofron, and Eugene Aukes 

Standing in back: Al Laake, Dustin Schulze, Shane Brock, Josh Bruckhoff, Jeff Dolphin and Danny Piper

FOREST CITY VET CLINIC
Gene Fjeld, DVM & Ceara Mullins, DVM

35058 180th Ave., Forest City • 641-585-2211

Dr. Gene Fjeld, Dr. Ceara Mullins, 
Becky, Kim, Heidi & Mary would like to  
wish everyone a Very Merry Christmas!

Delivering Our Best Wishes!
Wishing you & yours a happy holiday season filled with love & plenty of Christmas spirit.  

We feel so blessed to be a part of this caring community.  
Thank you for your business & friendship.  

We look forward to seeing you again in the new year! 

Merry Christmas from (L-R): Becky Richter, Dr. Pamela Keller, Alissa Hanna, Patti Hanson, & Elida Soto  

OPEN DEC. 24 • 8-NOON  
CLOSED DEC. 25 & JAN. 1

3390 Welch Ave., Forest City, IA 
641-581-4604 

www.mccubbintrophy.com

Wishing all a Blessed &Very Merry Christmas
from Jeff & Lee

All the best!
With warm wishes & gratitude 

for your continued  
patronage.

Bob & Mary Peterson

505 N. 2nd Ave. W., Lake Mills • 641-592-3241

children and sailors. His feast day is 
celebrated on the anniversary of his 
death, Dec. 6. This was tradition-
ally considered a lucky day to make 
large purchases or to get married. 

By the Renaissance, St. Nicho-
las was the most popular saint in 
Europe. Even after the Protestant 
Reformation, when the veneration 
of saints began to be discouraged, 
St. Nicholas maintained a positive 
reputation, especially in Holland.

Sinter Klaas Comes to 
New York

St. Nicholas made his first in-
roads into American popular culture 
towards the end of the 18th century. 
In December 1773, and again in 
1774, a New York newspaper re-
ported that groups of Dutch families 
had gathered to honor the anniver-
sary of his death.

The name Santa Claus evolved 
from Nick’s Dutch nickname, Sin-
ter Klaas, a shortened form of Sint 
Nikolaas (Dutch for Saint Nicholas). 
In 1804, John Pintard, a member of 
the New York Historical Society, 
distributed woodcuts of St. Nicho-
las at the society’s annual meeting. 
The background of the engraving 
contains now-familiar Santa images 
including stockings filled with toys 
and fruit hung over a fireplace.

SANTA 
From Page 13B

See SANTA, Page 17B
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At This Blessed Season
For your friendship & support we 
feel truly blessed, & wish you & 
your family all the very best at this 
joyous time of year.

11600 Hwy. 9
Thompson, IA
641-584-2600

May the many blessings of the season  
be yours to have & hold this Christmas.

Hallelujah!

152 Jackson St., Thompson, IA • 641-584-2900

All the best to  
you & yours  

wherever you go 
 this holiday season.

Thank you kindly  
for your  

loyal support.

971 Plaza Street 
Albert Lea, MN

 507-377-4284
www.freebornlumber.com

Dreams do come true. 
How do we know?
Because your kind friendship 
Has made it so!
Here’s hoping your season is
filled with magic. 

HASSEBROEK 
REFRIGERATION  

& APPPLIANCE
619 N. Main St., Buffalo Center 

641-562-2592

May you enjoy a very merry season 
 & a joyous New Year.

PETERSON SANITATION

With Best Wishes & GratitudeWith Best Wishes & Gratitude

201 Main St., Emmons, MN 
507-297-5461

437 Bridge Ave., Albert Lea, MN 
507-373-1481

195 N. Broadway, Alden, MN 
507-874-3363

may your days be

MERRY
&
BRIGHT

We hope your holiday is special in every single way. 
Thanks for adding some sparkle to our year. 

We appreciate your support & friendship.  

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Member FDIC

TOP OF IOWA
WELCOME CENTER & REST AREA

Located at I-35, Exit 214, Northwood, IA• 641-324-3184

Heartwarming Wishes 
May your stocking  
& your heart be  
overflowing with  
Christmas joy!

Happy Holidays!
Your kindness & generosity have made doing business in this community a real joy for us!

Gayle Peña & Kevin Sprecher
Scott Arnold, Mark DeLawyer & Chris Adams. Not pictured: Jeff Fields

RON’S LP • 800-590-4206

In 1809, Washington Irving 
helped to popularize the Sinter 
Klaas stories, when he referred to 
St. Nicholas as the patron saint of 
New York in his book, The History 
of New York. As his prominence 
grew, Sinter Klaas was described 
as everything from a “rascal” with 
a blue three-cornered hat, red waist-
coat, and yellow stockings to a man 
wearing a broad-brimmed hat and a 
“huge pair of Flemish trunk hose.”

‘Twas the Night Before 
Christmas

In 1822, Clement Clarke Moore, 
an Episcopal minister, wrote a long 
Christmas poem for his three daugh-
ters entitled “An Account of a Visit 
from St. Nicholas.” Moore’s poem, 
which he was initially hesitant to 
publish due to the frivolous nature 
of its subject, is largely responsi-
ble for our modern image of Santa 
Claus as a “right jolly old elf” with 
a portly figure and the supernatural 
ability to ascend a chimney with a 
mere nod of his head. 

Although some of Moore’s im-
agery was probably borrowed from 
other sources, his poem helped pop-
ularize the now-familiar image of a 
Santa Claus, who flew from house 
to house on Christmas Eve—in “a 
miniature sleigh” led by eight fly-
ing reindeer—leaving presents for 
deserving children. “An Account 
of a Visit from St. Nicholas” cre-
ated a new and immediately popular 
American icon. 

In 1881, political cartoonist, 
Thomas Nast, drew on Moore’s 
poem to create the first likeness that 
matches our modern image of Santa 
Claus. His cartoon, which appeared 
in Harper’s Weekly, depicted Santa 
as a rotund, cheerful man with a full, 
white beard, holding a sack laden 
with toys for lucky children. It is 
Nast who gave Santa his bright red 
suit trimmed with white fur, North 
Pole workshop, elves, and his wife, 
Mrs. Claus.

Source The History Channel

SANTA 
From Page 16B
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Tidings of   
Peace, Comfort  

& Joy

From all of  us to all of  you,  
go our very best wishes 

for a bright and beautiful Christmas season  
filled with love, friendship, health & happiness.

to every man, woman, girl & boy

Proud employer of more than 200 
Lake Mills area employees

“It’s Christmas Everywhere”
Pictured above left (front to back): Leighton Flugum, Mya Loverink, and Joralice Colon Rodriguez. Pictured above right (front to back): Tucker Koch, Tori Holtan, Bryn Rogstad, Emily Charlson, Molly Sandquist, Eion Langfald, Haydn Determann, 
Javyn Walker, Holger Flink, Conner Van Roekel, and Tatum Sauer.

Sherylee Gasper/LAKE MILLS GRAPHIC 
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