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Delivering  
Our Very Best
At Christmastime  
& All Year

Extra, extra big thanks 
to all of our readers & advertisers  
this holiday season!  
We really appreciate your continued support.

We’d like to take a moment to wish everyone
a Very Happy Holiday Season  
& a Prosperous New Year!

From the Staff at the 
Lake Mills Graphic

Sherylee Gasper
Marissa Gasper

Tyler Gasper
Bonnie Kay Baldwin

Loretta Krahling
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LETTERS TO SANTA BY LMCS 2ND GRADERS * CHRISTMAS DRAWINGS BY LMCS 4TH GRADERS

880 N. Lake St. 
Lake Mills, IA 

Seated (L-R): TJ Hauser, Anna Brouwers, Darcy Hauser, Tim Krebsbach, and Mike Hook. Second row: Matt Odden, Sandy Moretz, Al Zabel, Bob Somnis, Brenda Ross, Bridget 
Hanson, Carolyn Flo, David Voortmann and Josh Flattum. Third row: Chuck Wangsness, Dale Hayward, Dennis Krauth, Lance Frank, Jody Sens, Matt Zrostlik, Mike Stephens, 
Mark Hulsing, and Bruce Egeness. Back row: Nate Kuiper, Steve Boyken, Chris Lewerke, Ron Larsen, Lee Holst, Mark Kuiper, John Kuiper, Dave Hacker, Deanne Green, John 
Ohm, Jay Austinson, and Chris Martinson. Missing from photo: Mike Anderson, Justin Flattum, Andrew Lauen, Shannon Lundsford, Bob McKeever, Alli Sherman, Harrison 
Wanckett, Denise Westcott, and Derrick Young.

Front: Jackie Villela, Joe Jamtgaard, Rachel Anderson, Dave Anderson & Barb Thompson. Back row: Chris Jamtgaard, Blake Storby, Dan Richter, Zach Knudtson, Tim Bergo, 
Beau Kirschbaum, Riley Kirschbaum & Ryan Knudtson. Out Towing: Ray Harang & Hunter Kingland.

Have a “Jolly” Holiday!
from All of Us at

DAVE’S AUTO SERVICE
641-592-9951

Welcome to Christmas

We hope your holiday  
is jolly in every way.

AUTO PARTS
Lake Mills

We’re over the moon 
with joy to have great 
friends and customers 

like you. 

Merry Christmas to All

. . . and to all a good night!

LAIR’S 66
Emmons, MN

Wishing you all the trimmings  
of a beautiful season. 

Thank you for making our year 
sparkle with your visits!

THE MILLS 
THEATER

216 W. Main St., Lake Mills
www.themillstheater.com

Santa and Mrs. Claus have been busy making the rounds during December, visiting with children and 
hearing Christmas wishes. They are pictured above with the Askildson children at the library, and below 
with the Welter family at the Lake Mills Fire Dept. Christmas party.
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Snowmobiles • ATV’s • Lawn & Garden

From All of 
Us to All of 

You . . .

Happy  
Sledding!

Matt Hauan
Cody Meyer, 

Matt Leuwerke, 
Brandon Cink,  
Mike Hauan, 
& Earl Cavett  

We’re dispensing a large measure of good cheer  
along with our best wishes for a happy & healthy holiday season  

to all our neighbors.
We appreciate your trust & we thank you for choosing us.

REDINGER PHARMACY
219 West Main, Lake Mills • 592-0141

Wishing you all the gifts of this special time of year.

For the gift of your friendship,  we are deeply grateful.

106 S. Mill St. ~ Lake Mills, IA 50450
www.citizenscu.com

The staff at  
Farmers Trust & Savings Bank in Lake Mills

Wishes you &  
your families the  

Most Happy  
&  

Blessed Christmas! 
Lory Groe, 
Al Hagen  

Montanna Dodd,
Christi Grothe,  

Laura Hemingsen,  
Becky Levorson

www.ftsbbank.com

206 E Main St, Lake Mills, IA • 641-592-2200
www.lakemillsdental.com

Merry 
Christmas!

Words can’t say just how much we appreciate 
your kindness and friendship.  

May your holiday be filled with the abundance  
of happiness and good fortune you deserve!

Carrie Peterson, Crystal Price, Marlys Johnson, Dr. Thao Kieu-Mehlhoff,  
Dr. Michael Mehlhoff, Shelly Hagenson, Heather Chodur & Emily Toresdahl

Hope it’s merry . . . Hope it’s bright . . . Hope it’s festive . . .  
Hope it’s light . . . Hope it’s special . . . And joyous, too . . .  

That’s Our Christmas Wish for You! 
Paula Yocom, DeAnn Peterson, Diane Honsey, Kathleen Peterson  

(holding Billy), & Steve Peterson: Missing: Frances Peterson & Eddie the cat 

704 West Main, Lake Mills, Iowa • 641-592-4468 or 888-833-6257
www.threeoaksgreenhouse.com

Three Oaks Greenhouse  
Floral & Gift

With Festive Tidings 
at the Holidays

Bleached Yule

Far Off in a Feeder

Frozen Precipitation Commence

Give Attention to the Melodious Celestious Beings

The Dozen Festive 24 Hour Intervals

Red Man En Route to Boroughs

Nocturnal Noiselessness

Bantam Male Percussionist

Loyal Followers Advance

Righteous Darkness

Arrival Time 2400 Hours–Weather Cloudless

Silent Night

Santa Claus is Coming to Town

Hark the Herald Angels Sing

O Come All Ye Faithful

12 Days of Christmas

Let It Snow

Away in a Manger

It Came Upon A Midnight Clear

White Christmas

O Holy Night

Little Drummer Boy

Match the Description to the Christmas Song
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Lund Food Holdings is a company filled with a history of innovative 
ideas and services. Behind these innovations are people who have 

contributed to its past, created its present, and helped build its future.

"Together we will continue to exceed our 
customers' expectations."

Russell "Tres" Lund III

Help Yourself To  
Our Gratitude!

We’d like to thank you for dining here,  
As we send glad tidings your way,  

To wish you a Merry Holiday;  
For one that that we know is true,  
It’s been a pleasure serving you!

Corner of Main & Mill St. 
 Lake Mills

641-592-3303

With Best Wishes at the Holidays
We’re displaying our holiday cheer, to thank all of you for shopping here. 

For your friendship & courtesy too, we’re grateful to all of you!

CHRISTIANSON INTERIORS
113 North Mill Street, Lake Mills 

641-592-2090

Cole Christianson, Mark Christian, Leon Christianson, Jay Christianson,  
Ralph Highlander, Matt Olson, and Andy Christian

from the

LAKE MILLS AMBULANCE SERVICE

We’re overflowing with gratitude this 
holiday season,

And good folks like you are the reason 
That we’d like to lift our glasses and say, 

We wish you the merriest holiday!

Gene's Place 
North Branch 
Mill St. Liquor

Ethan Overland and Santa were wearing matching hats at the Lake Mills Fire Dept. Christmas party, 
Dec. 8. Ethan is the son of Justin and Sandy Overland, Lake Mills.
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THE SPIRIT IS BUILDING!
All around the area, north, south, east and west,

we’re sending our neighbors all of our best!
With wishes so warm and merry and bright,

we hope your holiday is a sheer delight!

Thanks for your support in making 2018 a great year for us. 

We appreciate the area’s trust in us, 

and we look forward to building together in the future.

CENTRAL AUTOMOTIVE

STEVE, MELANIE, CODY, & JIM
209 North Western • Lake Mills • 641-592-4255

from

The Emmons Lutheran Church choir performed at the Advent Concert, Sunday, Dec. 8, at 
Salem Lutheran Church. Pictured above are a few of the members of the choir, front row (L-
R): Diane Honsey, Pauline Olson, and Norma Adams. Back row: Paul Yost, Gayle Honsey, 
and Mary Orban. The group performed “In the Bleak Midwinter,” “The People Who Walk In 
Darkness,” and “Jesus, Jesus, Rest Your Head.”

Below: Spouses, Mindy and Nate Sletten, peformed the duet, “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear.”

Lanette Branstad (pictured 
left) sang the solo “Breath 
of Heaven” at the Advent 
Concert.
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At Christmastime, may the company of loved ones present  
and the fond memories of those who have passed  

surround you with happiness and fill your heart with peace.
We wish you all the very best this holiday season

Tidings of Comfort & Joy

Bart Winter, Amy Edgerton, Isaiah Schott & Staff

Lake Mills, IA • 641-592-0221
www.mittelstadtfuneralhome.com

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
from Lake Mills Community School

“Through our collective efforts, we are  
committed to teaching and learning for all.”

2019-2020 LMCS SCHOOL BOARD
Kathy Christianson, Teresa Fritz, Jolene Piper,  

Ryan Joynt, Don Knudtson & Drake Abbey (secretary)

313 North Washington, Lake Mills
641-592-2721

Merry Christmas!
Customers like you give us 

so many reasons to celebrate!
Thanks so much for dropping in on us this year.  

With gratitude in our hearts, 
we wish you & yours a wonderful holiday season.

Michael Flugum, Howard Peterson, Julie Helgeson & Don Helgeson

Wishing You A
Gifted Season

Friends. Food. Fun. Festivity.

May your holiday season deliver it all,
along with our best wishes and gratitude.

EPLAND TRUCKING
Lake Mills, IA • 641-592-5787

Our hearts are filled with gratitude  
as we wish you and yours  
a very Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year. 

We value your patronage &  
look forward to the opportunity  

to serve you again, soon.

Season’s 
Greetings!

by Doug
1003 South Washington, Lake Mills 

641-592-5772

WINNEBAGO MUTUAL INS. & 
WINNEBAGO INS. AGENCY
Lake Mills, Iowa • 641-592-1271

Rake, Iowa • 641-566-3545

Chris Griffin, Cathy Bernhard, Betty Nelson, Kelsey Griffin, Renee Ingledue, 
Kim Soost, Terry Olsen & Tyler Anderson

Christmas is almost here

And we just couldn’t wait to wish our customers 
a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
We appreciate your business and look forward to 
serving you in 2020.



Merry Christmas 7B• Lake Mills Graphic • December 18, 2019 •

WILKINSON TOOL & DIE, INC.
MIDWEST METAL STAMPING

Welcome to 
Christmas!

It’s the most wonderful time of the year,  
and we’re so grateful  

to be celebrating it with all of you. 

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas!

Without your support, we wouldn’t be here...  
without your friendship, it just wouldn’t be 
Christmas!

Merry Christmas and many thanks!

TO OUR 
FRIENDS & NEIGHBORS
At The Holidays

Lake Mills: 102 N Lake St • Lake Mills, IA 50450 • 641-592-0011 • Northwood: 916 Central Ave • Northwood, IA 50459 • 641-592-0011
 Waverly: 1600 8th Street SW, P.O. Box 828 • Waverly, IA 50677 • 319-483-4900

Delivering Our Best Wishes!
Wishing you & yours a happy holiday season filled with love & plenty of Christmas spirit.  

We feel so blessed to be a part of this caring community.  
Thank you for your business & friendship.  

We look forward to seeing you again in the new year! 

Merry Christmas from (L-R): Michelle Schulz, Dr. Jessica Koppen, Alissa Hanna, Becky Richter & Elida Soto  

OPEN DEC. 24 • 8-NOON  
CLOSED DEC. 25 & JAN. 1

From all of us, to all of you,  
go our very best wishes for a holiday season 

 that’s made to order.  
For your generous support,  

we are truly thankful. 

SINGELSTAD’S 
HARDWARE

202 N. Washington
Lake Mills, IA

John, Kris, Kobe, Kermit, Curtis, & Sam

d God Jul d

115 N. Mill St. 
Lake Mills
641-592-3500

Merry Christmas 
& Happy New Year!

Thank you for letting us be a part  
of your recovery this past year!

Brian Budach, Chelsea Singelstad 
Emily Helgeson & Michelle Adix

. . . And Merry Christmas  
to our many good neighbors & friends!

DON’S MOTOR MART
–Now offering blended fuel–

Owned & Operated by the Grothe Family since 1978
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Happy Holidays from the City of Lake Mills!
Front row, seated (L-R): Scott Hagenson, Jim Olsen, Doug Bacon, Justin Kester, Chief Todd 
Thorson, Matt Levine & Jeff Christenson. Middle row: Dorene Holstad, Diane Price, Megan 
Smith, Julie Evenson, Amy Vrieze, Jacqueline Olson, Marilyn Storby & Lanny Pratt. Back row: 
Cam Edgerton, Jeff Steele, Don Holtan, Ross Hanson and Justin Byars.

CITY OF LAKE MILLS 
MUNICIPAL UTILITIES

Wishing You a Joyous
Season!

Merry Christmas  
from the City Council!

Front row: Tony Sorenson & Mayor Candy Hanna  
Back row: Joe Jamtgaard, Scott Flugum,  

& Katie Peterson

Members of Silver Lake Lutheran Church are pictured above, decorating their sanctuary 
Christmas tree for the season.
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Wishing you all 
a very  

merry Christmas 
& 

An incredible 
new year!

We Truly Appreciate you 
trusting us with your care 
& look forward to serving 
your chiropractic & well-

ness needs  
in the future!

From

Dr. John & Ann
at

Lake Mills Family 
Chiropractic

LAKE MILLS FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC
Dr. John D. Leegaard

209 N. Washington, Lake Mills

641-592-2600

Proud to be a member of the  
Lake Mills Community

Gingerbread House Poem
I made a house of gingerbread

It was so sugary sweet
It took me all day long to make

but lasted just a week
Monday I ate the ceiling
Tuesday I ate the floor

Wednesday I ate the windows
Thursday I ate the floor

Friday I ate all four walls
Saturday I ate the lawn

Sunday I licked all the crumbs
My gingerbread house is gone

Holiday 
Recipes
Gingerbread Fudge

3 cups dark chocolate chips or 
white chocolate chips

1 14-oz. can sweetened 
condensed milk

1/4 cup molasses
1 tbsp. butter
1 tsp. vanilla extract
1-1/2 tsp. ground ginger
1 tsp. ground cinnamon
3/4 tsp. nutmeg
1/2 tsp. allspice
1/2 tsp. ground cloves
Line an 8x8 pan with aluminum 
foil and lightly grease or butter 
the foil. Set aside. Combine 
chocolate chips, condensed milk, 
molasses, and butter in a medium-
sized saucepan over medium 
heat. Stir frequently until butter 
and chips are completely melted 
and ingredients are completely 
combined. Add vanilla extract 
and all spices, stir well. Pour 
mixture into prepared pan 
(make sure pan is on a heatproof 
surface). Allow fudge to cool 
completely before cutting (this 
will take several hours at room 
temperature or refrigerate 1-2 
hours). 

Chai Tea Latte
8 ozs. cold water
2 black tea bags
1/2 tsp. honey or to taste
1/8 tsp. black pepper
1/8-1/4 tsp. ground ginger or 

1/2 tsp. fresh ginger
1/2 tsp. cinnamon
1/8 tsp. ground cloves
1/8 tsp. nutmeg
Pinch of sea salt
7 ozs. milk
1/2 tsp. vanilla extract
Whipped topping
Pour water into saucepan and 
bring to a boil. Add all the spices 
along with the teabags (take off 
the tags before placing in the 
water). Let simmer on low for 
1-2 minutes. Add milk and bring 
back up to a simmer. Take off 
heat, carefully take out teabags 
and add vanilla extract. Let 
steep for about 1 minute. Strain 
and pour into a large mug. Add 
whipped topping.

Grinch Punch
1 13-oz. packet lemon-lime 

powdered drink mix
2 cups sugar
1 12-oz. can pineapple juice
1 12-oz. can frozen lemonade 

concentrate, thawed
1/2 liter lemon-lime soda pop
Pour 2 quarts water in a 1 gallon 
pitcher. Add the powdered drink 
mix and sugar and stir until 
dissolved. Add pineapple juice 
and lemonade. Stir well. Just 
before serving, add soda pop and 
ice.

Spiced Apple Mulled Cider
8 cups apple cider
16 whole cloves
6 whole allspice
5 cinnamon sticks
1/3 cup fresh lemon juice
1/2 cup dried cranberries
8 thin orange slices
8 thin lemon slices
Combine cider and next 4 
ingredients in a stock pot. Cook 
over low heat 30-60 minutes. 
Do not boil. Add fruit slices 5 
minutes before serving. Serve 
hot.

The Tapestry Singers performed at the annual Advent Concert at Salem Lutheran Church, Sunday, Dec. 8. Pictured, front to back: Krista Reeder, Devyn Nicholson, Renee Bergo, Korin 
Peterson, Diane Clark, Kathleen Olson, Mindy Bjelland, Paula Hanson, Judy Eidness, Sue Myli, Jean Rondeau, Mary Orban, Teresa Nicholson, Nancy Guttormson, Steve Eidness, Bart Winter, 
Bill Rondeau, Carlton Shaw (hidden), Nate Sletten, Bruce Adams, Howard Laugen (hidden), Daryl Sherman, Dave Bergan, Mike Adams and Pastor Joel Guttormson. The choir is being directed 
by Kathy Nelson.
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OUTSIDE PLANT DEPARTMENT–Front row, (L-R):  Jeff Pederson, Jason Holtan, Chad Ducommun, Ryan Joynt, & Dylan Nitcher. Back row (L-R):  Rob Renneker, Tom Eastvold, Chad 
Kloster, Aaron Johnson, Clay Caylor, Scott Thompson, Austin Theisen, Ron Arends, Ross Boysen, Greg Johnson, Jason Lucas, Kris Belica, Randy Wright, & Travis Tegland.

REGULATORY ADMINISTRATION & ACCOUNTING–Pictured (L-R): Marty Pins, Sarah 
Hagen, Eric Thoreson, Chris Eaton & John Kroger.

ENGINEERING–Pictured (L-R): Neal Sletten, Bob Klebsch & Dave Arneson

CUSTOMER SERVICE & MARKETING–Pictured (L-R): Heather Buhmann, Katie Peterson, Angie Thompson, Deb Chodur, Darcy Lackore, Heidi 
Obermeyer, Melanie Henderson, Laura Mueller & Jayne Ringham.

NETWORK OPERATIONS–Pictured (L-R): Steve Savoy, Mike Piper, Josh Rentz, Randy Miller, Eugene Walz, Paul Davis & Ryan 
Kesler.

CEO
Mark Thoma

The Lake Mills Fire Dept. held their Christmas party, Sunday, Dec. 8, at the fire station. Santa and Mrs. Claus stopped by to visit with the children of the firefighters. Pictured, front to back: Karlie Thompson, Caroline Welter, 
Beau Thompson, Kylee Mannes, Brynna Mannes, Morgan Overland, Ethan Overland, JJ Schipper, Sawyer Schipper, Raelee Christian, Thane Sandquist, Bailey Welter, Hayden Ostrander, Callen Ostrander, Logan Peterson, 
Evie Peterson, Tate Schipper, Becca Holtan, Molly Sandquist on Santa’s lap, Tori Holtan on Mrs. Clause’s lap, Madison Holtan, Dakota VanGundy, Sam Hagenson, and Liberty Overland.
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Tidings of   
Peace, Comfort  

& Joy

From all of  us to all of  you,  
go our very best wishes 

for a bright and beautiful Christmas season  
filled with love, friendship, health & happiness.

to every man, woman, girl & boy

Proud employer of more than 200 
Lake Mills area employees

Santa and Mrs. Claus heard 
the wishes of 90 children at 
the Lake Mills Public Library, 
Thursday, Dec. 5. 

Most were very happy to 
sit with the couple and tell 
them what they would like for 
Christmas . . . some were not.
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MERRY 
CHRISTMAS!

BRAKKE IMPLEMENT, INC.
17551 Killdeer Avenue 

Mason City, IA 
641-423-2412

from Your Friends at

Serving North Iowa & Southern Minnesota in 9 Locations
 Mason City Albert Lea Charles City 
 Britt Cresco Hampton 
 Iowa Falls New Hampton Osage

1-888-927-2549 • 641-494-5180

With gratitude, we thank you for your business!

From our entire team

With warm thoughts of the many good people 
we’ve had the opportunity to serve this year.

Season's Greetings

145 North Clark Street, Forest City, IA • 641-585-5431
www.wilsondentalclinic.com

Merry Christmas
&  

Happy New Year!

from the staff at

Wilson 
Dental 

Clinic

For approximately 10 years, the window in the former ticket booth of The Mills Theater has 
been decorated with a religous theme, and is sponsored by the Lake Mills Area Ministerial 
Association (LMAMA). Local churches take turns loaning various items and figurines to use 
each year, and this year’s items are from Bethany Lutheran Church. Renee Bergo, Mary 
Sorenson, and Mary Peterson, create ideas and work together to set the scene.
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FOREST CITY VET CLINIC
Gene Fjeld, DVM & Ceara Mullins, DVM

35058 180th Ave., Forest City • 641-585-2211

Dr. Gene Fjeld, Dr. Ceara Mullins, 
Kim, Heidi, Mary & Jolie would like to  
wish everyone a Very Merry Christmas!

To all our good friends  

far & near,  

We wish you a 

Merry Christmas!

Welcome The Season!

605 East J Street, Suite 100 
Forest City, IA • 641-585-1900

www.ads-doors.com
Wishing You Peace
            at Christmas

May your home be blessed and your heart filled, 
by the beauty and spirit of this inspiring time of year.

We know you inspire us in so many ways, 
and we are truly grateful to have neighbors like you.

SHROPSHIRE LUMBER, INC.
Thompson, Iowa

641-584-2555 • Toll Free 1-866-352-2555

641-581-4604

Wishing all a Blessed &Very Merry Christmas

From Dr. Scott Bosacker & Staff—  
Donica Arneson, Danielle Van Gundy, Joyce Hauge, Dr. Scott Bosacker, & Heidi Honsey

LakeMillsDentist.com

SCOTT BOSACKER, DDS
206 E. Main St.
Lake Mills, IA 50450
641-592-1100

Merry Christmas

& Happy Tooth-Year!

WORD OF FAITH DOMINION 
CHURCH 

Pastors Doug & Laurel Domokos 
45005 210th Ave., Lake Mills 

Livestream at WFDChurch.com

Christmas Worship 
Sundays, Dec. 22 & 29, 10 a.m.

SION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4525 Finch Ave., Lake Mills

Christmas Eve Worship, Dec. 24
7:30 p.m. Joint Christmas Eve Worship  
         w/Holy Communion at West Prairie
Christmas Day Worship, Dec. 25

8:30 a.m. Christmas Worship  
 w/Holy Communion at Sion

ONE IN CHRIST LUTHERAN 
PARISH

Pastor Bill Peters & Pastor Randy Baldwin
Christmas Worship, Dec. 2302

10:30 a.m. Lunder Christmas Carol
Christmas Eve Worship, Dec. 24

Worship w/Candlelight & Holy Communion
4 p.m. Immanuel Candelight & Carol
 Winnebago “Silent Night, Holy Night”
6 p.m. Bethany “Silent Night, Holy Night”
7 p.m. Silver Lake Candlelight & Carol
Christmas Day Worship, Dec. 25

Celebrated w/Holy Communion
10:30 a.m. Winnebago “God With Us”

ARCHANGELS CATHOLIC CLUSTER
Fr. James Dubert, Fr. Paul Lippstock 

Christmas Eve Mass, Dec. 24
4 p.m. St. Patrick, Britt
4 p.m. St. James, Forest City
6 p.m. St. Boniface, Garner
6 p.m. St. Patrick, Buffalo Center
Midnight Mass, St. Boniface, Garner

Christmas Day Mass, Dec. 25
9 a.m. St. Patrick, Lake Mills
10 a.m. St. Wenceslaus, Duncan

EMMONS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Rev. David Schafer 

490 Pearl St., Emmons, MN
Christmas Eve Worship, Dec. 24

5 p.m. Candlelight Service  
 w/Holy Communion
Christmas Day Worship, Dec. 25

10 a.m. Worship w/Holy Communion

BETHEL LUTHERAN BRETHREN 
CHURCH 

Pastor Kevin Olson
2-1/2 Miles south of Joice on S14

Christmas Eve Worship, Dec. 24
5 p.m. Candlelight Worship Service

SCARVILLE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
411 Logan St., Scarville
Pastor Joshua Skogen

Christmas Eve Worship, Dec. 24
5 p.m. Christmas Eve Vespers
Christmas Day Worship, Dec. 25

9 a.m. Christmas Festival Service, 
           Sacrament of the Altar

WEST PRAIRIE LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

40041 150th Ave., Leland
Christmas Eve Worship, Dec. 24

7:30 p.m. Joint Christmas Eve Worship  
         w/Holy Communion at West Prairie
Christmas Day Worship, Dec. 25

8:30 a.m. Christmas Worship  
 w/Holy Communion at Sion

SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Pastor Joel Guttormson & 
Pastor Melinda McCluskey
401 S. Lake St., Lake Mills

Christmas Eve Worship, Dec. 24
5 p.m. Candlelight Worship
10:30 p.m. Candlelight Worship

FERTILE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Lay Minister David Halverson

602 W. Washington St. 
Fertile

Christmas Eve Worship, Dec. 24
4:30 p.m. Candlelight Service

ASBURY UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 

Pastor Rob Lanphere 
107 East Main, Lake Mills

Christmas Eve, Dec. 24
5 p.m. Candlelight Service @ LM
7 p.m. Candlelight Service  

    @ Northwood

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Vinje

Christmas Eve, Dec. 24
5 p.m. Candlelight Worship Service
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May the spirit of Christmas shine in your heart and 
light up your days.  

Thanks for being such wonderful friends and 
neighbors.

Front: Matt Holstad, Joel Christianson & Brian Abele
Back: Matt Hershey, Craig Christ, Bob Greenfield & Laura Burke

As 2019 approaches its 
end, we want to thank the 
businesses, organizations, 

& individuals for their 
generous support. 

We also want to thank the 
community for supporting 

the local businesses. 
From 

THE LAKE MILLS  
CHAMBER  

DEVELOPMENT  
CORPORATION 

BOARD & 
DIRECTOR

silent night
holy night

Wishing you peace, 
harmony & joy at this 
magical time of year.

Turf Trimmers Plus
HANSON LP GAS

AdvAnced FoAm SolutionS
Scott & Carrie Hanson

Brian & Krishna Hanson

"Where Our Customers 
Send Their Friends"

745 Hwy. 69 North
Forest City
641-585-5555
www.ForestCityFord.com

Front row (L-R): Leslie Kofron, Michelle Hepperly, & Alison Bailey
 Back row: Ben Peterson, Danny Piper, Al Laake, Dustin Schulz, Pete Gau, Adam Romine, Shane Brock, 

Riley Henken, Jeff Dolphin, Luke Gau & Josh Bruckhoff

Deck the Halls  
with Lefse Slices

(sing to “Deck the Halls”)

Deck the halls with lefse slices
fa la la la la la la uffda

Do not check on what the price is
fa la la la la la la uffda

Might be thought a strange 
creation

fa la la la la la la la la 
But it’s great as insulation

fa la la la la la la uffda

Lefe’s sure to be the fate-o 
fa la la la la la la uffda

Of each old and cold potato
fa la la la la la la uffda

Mix with lard, there is not waste
fa la la la la la la la la

Also notice there’s not taste
fa la la la la la la uffda

Lefse is a Christmas treat 
fa la la la la la la uffda

All the Scandinavians eat
fa la la la la la la uffda

Notice how a Norske flaunts it
fa la la la la la la la la

Even though nobody wants it
fa la la la la la la uffda



15B• Lake Mills Graphic • December 18, 2019 •Merry Christmas

With a blizzard of best wishes  
to you & yours  

this holiday season.

Your friendship & support  
make it all worthwhile for us. 

Thanks!

Cavett’s 
Lawn & Garden Equipment

605 North Mill Street, Lake Mills
641-592-2141

SING!
LAUGH!
SMILE!
REJOICE!

In other words,  
“have yourself a merry little Christmas!”
With best wishes and gratitude  
from all of us.

Lake Mills, IA  
592-4300

Wishing you all things
 merry & bright as we 

prepare for  
another spectacular 

holiday season. 

Thank you for lighting up 
our year  

with your business.

with 
BRIGHT
WISHES

GROE 
ELECTRIC, 

INC.
102 South Iowa • Lake Mills, IA 

641-592-8282

TOP OF IOWA
WELCOME CENTER & REST AREA

Located at I-35, Exit 214, Northwood, IA• 641-324-3184

Wishing you as much 
joy as you’ve brought 

to us all year!
Thanks for your visits.

We look forward to 
serving you again soon.

The Gold 
Wrapping 

Paper
Once upon a time, there was 

a man who worked very hard 
just to keep food on the table for 
his family. This particular year 
a few days before Christmas, he 
punished his little five-year-old 
daughter after learning that she 
had used up the family’s only 
roll of expensive gold wrapping 
paper.

As money was tight, he be-
came even more upset when on 
Christmas Eve he saw that the 
child had used all of the expen-
sive gold paper to decorate one 
shoebox she had put under the 
Christmas tree. He also was con-
cerned about where she had got-
ten money to buy what was in 
the shoebox.

Nevertheless, the next morn-
ing the little girl, filled with ex-
citement, brought the gift box to 
her father and said, “This is for 
you, Daddy.”

As he opened the box, the fa-
ther was embarrassed by his ear-
lier overreaction, now regretting 
how he had punished her.

But when he opened the shoe-
box, he found it was empty and 
again his anger flared. “Don’t 
you know, young lady,” he said 
harshly, “when you give some-
one a present, there’s supposed 
to be something inside the pack-
age.”

The little girl looked up at him 
with sad tears rolling from her 
eyes and whispered: “Daddy, it’s 
not empty. I blew kisses into it 
until it was all full.”

The father was crushed. He 
fell on his knees and put his arms 
around his precious little girl. He 
begged her to forgive him for his 
unnecessary anger.

An accident took the life of 
the child only a short time later. 
It is told that the father kept this 
little gold box by his bed for all 
the years of his life. Whenever 
he was discouraged or faced dif-
ficult problems, he would open 
the box, take out an imaginary 
kiss, and remember the love of 
this beautiful child who had put 
it there.

In a very real sense, each of 
us has been given an invisible 
golden box filled with uncondi-
tional love and kisses from our 
children, family, friends and 
God. There is no more precious 
possession anyone could hold.
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Happy Holidays
With our thanks for your valued patronage at this special time of year. 

It’s been both a privilege & a pleasure serving you.

216 Jackson St., Thompson • 641-584-2251 or 888-584-9732
605 East 4th St., St. Ansgar • 641-713-4965 or 800-349-2832

OUR OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED DEC. 24, DEC. 25 & JAN. 1

www.heartlandpower.com

TRIMMED WITH A WISH
May your holiday be as bright

As the Christmas tree with all its light
And when the holiday is through,

May the spirit of the season remain with you!

Merry Christmas!

Harris Honsey, Broker 
Erich Stene, Sales

24582 Lakeside Dr.
592-1036

See our listings on www.NIowaRealty.com

Merry
Christmas
from all of us
May the coming year 
bring peace, joy and 
enlightenment to you and 
those you cherish.  
For all the joy  
you’ve brought us,  
we will always be grateful.

Weaver’s 
Leather Store, 

Inc.
112 N. Main St., Buffalo Center 

641-562-2992

LAKE MILLS SEED HOUSE
502 N. Lake St. Lake Mills 

641-592-6900

We’re delighted to be spending another holiday season with good friends  
& neighbors like all of you.  

We really do appreciate your friendship & kind support,  
& we wish you and yours a blessed and joy-filled holiday.

Happy 
Holidays!

105 N. Mill St., Lake Mills  
641-592-6767 • Toll Free 877-592-6767

May the warmth and wonder  
of the season surround you  
and fill your world with happiness!
Customers like you are the reason  
we love what we do, and  
we thank you for choosing us.

109 N. Mill St.
Lake Mills, IA

641-592-2520

Merry 
Christmas!

It’s the most wonderful time of the 
year to say thanks & let you know 

how much we appreciate  
your support.  

Your friendship is a gift  
we treasure all year.

The Sletten girls performed at A Cup of Christmas Tea, Saturday, Dec. 7, at Bethany Lutheran 
Church, Joice. Pictured singing are siblings, Ella and Addie, while mother, Mindy, accompanies 
them on the piano.

BY NANCY W. GAVIN
It’s just a small, white enve-

lope stuck among the branches of 
our Christmas tree. No name, no 
identification, no inscription. It has 
peeked through the branches of our 
tree for the past 10 years.

It all began because my husband 
Mike hated Christmas. Oh, not the 
true meaning of Christmas, but the 
commercial aspects of it—over-
spending and the frantic running 
around at the last minute to get gifts 
given in desperation, because you 
couldn’t think of anything else.

Knowing he felt this way, I de-
cided one year to bypass the usual 
shirts, sweaters, ties and so forth. I 
reached for something special just 
for Mike. The inspiration came in 
an unusual way.

Our son was on the wrestling 
team at school. Shortly before 
Christmas, there was a non-league 
match against a team sponsored by 
an inner-city church. These young-
sters, dressed in sneakers so ragged 
that shoestrings seemed to be the 
only thing holding them together, 
presented a sharp contrast to our 
boys in their spiffy uniforms and 

sparkling new wrestling shoes.
As the match began, I was 

alarmed to see that the other team 
was wrestling without headgear. It 
was a luxury the ragtag team obvi-
ously could not afford.

Well, we ended up taking every 
weight class. Mike, seated beside 
me, shook his head sadly, “I wish 
just one of them could have won,” 
he said. “They have a lot of poten-
tial, but losing like this could take 
the heart right out of them.” That’s 
when the idea for his present came.

That afternoon, I went to a local 
sporting goods store and bought an 
assortment of wrestling headgear 
and shoes, and sent them anony-
mously to the inner-city church. On 
Christmas Eve, I placed a small, 
white envelope on the tree, the note 
inside telling Mike what I had done, 
and that this was his gift from me.

Mike’s smile was the brightest 
thing about Christmas that year. 
And that same bright smile lit up 
succeeding years. For each Christ-
mas, I followed the tradition—one 
year sending a group of mentally 
handicapped youngsters to a hockey 
game, another year a check to a pair 

of elderly brothers whose home had 
burned to the ground the week be-
fore Christmas, and on and on.

The white envelope became the 
highlight of our Christmas. It was 
always the last thing opened on 
Christmas morning, and our chil-
dren would stand with wide-eyed 
anticipation as their dad lifted the 
envelope from the tree to reveal its 
contents. As the children grew, the 
toys gave way to more practical 
presents, but the small, white enve-
lope never lost its allure.

The story doesn’t end there. You 
see, we lost Mike to cancer. When 
Christmas rolled around, I was still 
so wrapped in grief, that I barely got 
the tree up. But Christmas Eve found 
me placing an envelope on the tree. 
And the next morning, I found it 
was magically joined by three more. 
Unbeknownst to the others, each of 
our three children had, for the first 
time, placed a white envelope on 
the tree for their dad. The tradition 
has grown and someday will expand 
even further with our grandchildren 
standing to take down that special 
envelope.

For the man who hated Christmas
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May the many blessings of the season  
be yours to have & hold this Christmas.

Hallelujah!

105 Jackson St., Thompson, IA • 641-584-2900

May you enjoy a very merry season 
 & a joyous New Year.

PETERSON SANITATION

With Best Wishes & GratitudeWith Best Wishes & Gratitude

You make it all worthwhile!
With best wishes for a happy holiday

season from our entire staff.

CUSTOMERS
NEIGHBORS

ASSOCIATES
FRIENDS

WAGNER TIRE
Highway 69 West • Lake Mills, Iowa

wishing you a Merry Christmas

May you find everything you want under the tree, & in your heart this holiday season.

Storby Seeds
MATT STORBY • LUCAS FLUGUM 

641-592-9000 • 45057 Hwy. 69, Lake Mills, Iowa

201 Main St., Emmons, MN 
507-297-5461

437 Bridge Ave., Albert Lea, MN 
507-373-1481

195 N. Broadway, Alden, MN 
507-874-3363

may your days be

MERRY
&
BRIGHT

We hope your holiday is special in every single way. 
Thanks for adding some sparkle to our year. 

We appreciate your support & friendship.  

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

At this festive time of year,  
we like to display our gratitude  

to our good neighbors and friends.

Have a great holiday!

ROGNES BROS.  
EXCAVATING INC.

205 N. Mill St.
Lake Mills, IowaKIRSCHBAUM

Electrical  
 &  

Plumbing
641-592-8831

Brightest 
Wishes

May the spirit of Christmas 
light your heart & home 

with enough cheer  
to last all year

Merry Christmas!

RON’S LP • 800-590-4206

Merry Christmas!
Wishing you as much joy as you’ve brought to us all year!

We look forward to serving you again in the New Year

Pictured sitting with Santa 
and Mrs. Claus at the Lake 
Mills Public Library, Dec. 5, 
are (top to bottom): Tinsley 
Storby, Benjamin Isaac, Mary 
(Dave) Peterson, and Joralice 
Colon Rodriguez. Popular gift 
requests this year included 
unicorns, dinosaurs, LOL 
dolls, princess suitcases, and 
cell phones.

All the best!
With warm wishes & gratitude 

for your continued  
patronage.

Bob & Mary Peterson

505 N. 2nd Ave. W., Lake Mills • 641-592-3241
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106 West Main
Lake Mills, IA
641-592-0041

Nearly 200 years combined banking experience ready to serve you. Thank you for the opportunity to handle your financial needs.

Serving the Lake Mills Community is the right thing to do. This past year we donated over 1,500 hours of community service to the following:

Church Boards or Councils
 LMCDC

Lake Mills Lions Club
City of Lake Mills Revolving Loan Fund

Forest City Fire Department
July Jubilee

Relay for Life

Volunteer Youth Coaches
WinnWorth BETCO Revolving Loan Fund

from the staff at MBT–Lake Mills

Seated (left to right):   
Tiffany Fraaken, Annie Hanson, Jessica Breuklander,  

& Brenda Hennigar  

Standing (left to right): 
David Taft, Dan Langerud, Scott Drexler, Doug Gust,  

Chris Helgeson, Brian Knudtson, & Brad Skinness

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS!

Member FDIC

LMCS first grade students raised $625 for Toys for Tots and went shopping at Singlestad Hardware last Tuesday morning, Dec. 10. The students are pictured with the toys they picked out.
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